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Chinese 4301  

Conversational Cantonese for Mandarin Speakers I 

Department of East Asian Languages and Literatures 

Spring Semester 2021 

(DISTANCE LEARNING) 

 

Class Time Mon-Wed-Fri 4:10-5:05pm 

Location Online (Live Zoom Sessions) 

Credit Hours 3 

Class Number 32945 

 

Instructor:  

Jinwei Ye (Yihp Lóuhsī 葉老師)       

Department of East Asian Languages and Literatures 

Email: ye.838@osu.edu 

Office: 376 Hagerty Hall 

Office Hours: Mondays, 5:15 - 6:15 p.m., or by appointment  

 

Faculty Advisor: 

Professor Marjorie Chan (Máh Lóuhsī 馬老師) 

Department of East Asian Languages and Literatures 

Email: chan.9@osu.edu 

Office: 362 Hagerty Hall 

 

Required Textbook and Materials 

1. Baker, Hugh and Pui-Kei Ho. 2016. Complete Cantonese. Hachette Book Group.  

ISBN: 978 1 473 60082 9 

Available at Barnes & Nobles: 1598 N. High St., 614-247-2000 

Audio program: https://go.osu.edu/c4301-audio    

2. Supplementary materials. 

To be available in CarmenCanvas, the online course website. 

 

 

mailto:chan.9@osu.edu
https://go.osu.edu/c4301-audio
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Outline of Topics 

1. Instructional Expressions 教學用語 

2. Encounters 會面 

3. Personal Property 個人財物 

4. Family and Friends 家人同朋友 

5. Eating In and Out 食嘢 

6. Shops and Markets 買嘢 

7. Getting Around 交通 

 

Course Enrollment    

This is a conversational Cantonese language course for speakers of Mandarin, and is open to both 

advanced learners and native speakers of Mandarin Chinese. That is, this course is for persons with 

little or no background in Cantonese. It is not for students who already speak standard Cantonese. If 

students already have some functional ability in standard Cantonese and wonder if you are over-

qualified to this course, please contact Professor Marjorie Chan (chan.9@osu.edu). Keep in mind that 

enrollment in a course for which students are overqualified may be a violation of the Code of Student 

Conduct and could result in dismissal from the course.  

This course can be shared with students at other Big Ten Academic Alliance institutions via the Big 

Ten Academic Alliance CourseShare Program.    

 

Goals of the Course 

The course focuses on Cantonese spoken in Hong Kong and Guangzhou. It aims to develop students’ 

speaking and listening skills to enable them to function in everyday, Cantonese-speaking environments. 

Classes are conducted in standard Cantonese with grading based on daily performance. Given the 

students’ prior knowledge of another variety of Chinese, namely, standard Mandarin Chinese, including 

reading knowledge of standard Chinese, students are expected to be able to attain a fairly high level of 

oral proficiency on daily conversation topics with native Cantonese speakers at the end of the course. 

 

Classes 

Students will have two kinds of classes in Chinese 4301: ACT and FACT. The ACT classes are 

designed to elicit your performance. They are conducted in Cantonese only. English or Mandarin 

Chinese will not be used except when asked for with a Cantonese request. ACT classes are the equi-

valent of being in a totally Cantonese environment, and we consider English or Mandarin Chinese to be 

incompatible with the goal of maintaining that environment. ACT classes will usually have two major 

components: a conversational performance and interactive exercises. Students will receive a grade for 

each of these components—4 points maximum for the conversation and 4 points maximum for the 

exercises. Most of the classes will be ACT classes; all classes will be ACT classes unless indicated on 

the daily schedules. 
 

FACT classes are designed to impart the information necessary to students’ successful performance in 

the ACT classes. FACT classes in this course are taught in English primarily. Mandarin and Cantonese 

will be used occasionally when appropriate. 

 

https://www.btaa.org/about
https://www.btaa.org/resources-for/faculty/courseshare/
https://www.btaa.org/resources-for/faculty/courseshare/
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Important Information 

All sessions are conducted LIVE via CarmenZoom unless otherwise notified. 

1. OSU E-mail Account.  Email messages to the class and to individuals will be sent 

to your OSU email address.  Check your OSU email account regularly. 

2. Check CarmenCanvas (OSU’s Web-based course management system) on a daily 

basis for your grade. https://carmen.osu.edu  
 

Preparation for Classes 

For both ACT and FACT classes, students are expected to attend class regularly and punctually, and 

get well-prepared for the assigned materials (textbook as well as multimedia materials, e.g., video clips 

prepared by the instructors) as indicated in the daily schedule. 

 

Outside preparation before class is extremely important. The crucial materials are the audio 

materials, i.e. the audio recordings that accompany the textbook, as well as those provided by the 

instructors. The preparation should be focused on listening to the audio recordings. To begin a lesson, 

students should listen to the audio recordings and practice the dialogs with all audio files provided. 

 

Students are expected to spend at least two hours of focused study for each class hour. Different people 

will require different amounts of preparation time. Before ACT class, practice the assigned materials 

until you are able to engage in interaction comfortably and smoothly. Work on accuracy and smoothness 

of comprehension and production. Before FACT class, read all the notes for the lesson and review the 

ACT sections. Quizzes will be conducted after each unit. 

 

Grading 

Students will earn their grade through daily performance, quizzes, production of a skit at the end of the 

semester (with one or more classmates), and a final oral interview. Students’ grade will be calculated as 

follows. (Students will need a minimum of 60% to pass the course): 

 

1.  Daily Performance: 70% 

2. Quizzes: 10% 

3.  Oral Skit: 10% 

4.  Oral Interview: 10% 

 

Daily performance on the activities assigned in the weekly schedule will be graded on the following 

four-point scale unless indicated otherwise: 

 

4.0 Performance that promises interaction with a native with no difficulty, discomfort, 

or misunderstanding; no hesitation noise in speaking and no “foreignisms” in the 

written work; correction is self-managed. 

https://carmen.osu.edu/
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3.5 Performance comprehensible to native speakers, but some non-patterned errors that 

would hinder smooth interaction with them; not all correction is self-managed. 

3.0 Performance comprehensible to a native, but evident weakness or patterned error; 

most correction is from instructor. 

2.5 Communication requires much help from instructor. 

2.0 Performance puts burden on interlocutor. To facilitate communication, an 

English/Mandarin-speaking native would avoid using Cantonese withyou. 

1.5 Barely prepared, little competency evident 

1.0 Evidently unprepared, unable to perform 

0 Absent 

 

Most class sessions will be graded on a scale of 8 possible points, 4 points maximum for the conversa-

tion and 4 points maximum for the exercises. Grades and comments will be entered on the Carmen-

Canvas system, which is located at carmen.osu.edu. Use your OSU internet username and password to 

access CarmenCanvas.    

  

Percentage Grade Scale (OSU Standard) 

A (93%) B+ (88%) C+ (78%) D+ (68%) 

A- (90%) B (83%) C (73%) D (60%) 
 B- (80%) C- (70%) E (below 60%) 

 

There is no curve in this course. Students are competing against the communicative demands of the 

language, not against each other. Each student will have to perform to receive credit; but there is 

nothing in the grading system to discourage collaborative efforts to achieve the highest level of perfor-

mance possible. 

 

Make-Up Policy 

If a student must miss class, please let the instructors know in good time if possible. Students will be 

allowed to make up no more than THREE classes. Students may not redo classes in which they 

performed poorly. The make-ups will be conducted by the instructors during their office hours or by 

appointment, and will cover the work missed. Make-ups are to be arranged within THREE days of the 

student’s return to class; missed classes which are not made up within the above time frame, or which 

exceed three in number, will be entered as zeroes in the grade record. If a student makes an appointment 

outside of the instructor’s office hours and does not show up within ten (10) minutes of the appointed 

time, the scheduled make-up will be considered used and s/he will be given “0” for the missed make-up 

session. The LAST possible day for make-up sessions is Monday, April 19, 2021. 
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Schedule 

Students will be given a daily schedule of class activities through Canvas at least one week in advance. 

It is the student’s responsibility to check updates on Canvas regularly and be prepared to perform in 

class as indicated on the schedule. 

 

Note:  If you do not understand what the schedule is asking you to do, it 

is your responsibility to seek clarification. The instructor reserves the 

right to make changes in the schedule or course requirements and evalu-

ation as necessary.   
 

Academic Misconduct 

It is the responsibility of the Committee on Academic Misconduct to investigate or establish procedures 

for the investigation of all reported cases of student academic misconduct. The term “academic miscon-

duct” includes all forms of student academic misconduct wherever committed; illustrated by, but not 

limited to, cases of plagiarism and dishonest practices in connection with examinations. Instructors 

shall report all instances of alleged academic misconduct to the committee (Faculty Rule 3335-5-487). 

For additional information, see the Code of Student Conduct at http://studentlife.osu.edu/csc/. 

 

Quizzes and exams 

If a quiz or exam is given online, you must complete it yourself, without 

any external help or communication.  

ACT sessions 

Do not look at the textbook or any notes during ACT sessions unless 

specifically instructed to do so. 

Disability Statement 

If you have any difficulty in accessing CarmenZoom or CarmenCanvas or 

need additional technological support, please contact: carmenzoom@osu.edu 

or 614-688-HELP (4357). 

Students with disabilities that have been certified by the Office for Disability 
Services will be appropriately accommodated and should inform the instructor 
as soon as possible of their needs. The Office of Student Life for Disability 
Services is located in 098 Baker Hall, 113W. 12Ave, Columbus, OH 43210; 
Phone: (614) 292-3307; Fax: (614) 429-1334; VRS: (614) 429-1334; URL: 
http://slds.osu.edu/; Email: slds@osu.edu.  
 

http://studentlife.osu.edu/csc/
mailto:carmenzoom@osu.edu
http://slds.osu.edu/
mailto:slds@osu.edu
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Weekly Schedule 

 

Week 

 

Date 

Course  

Hour 

 

Class Activities 

 

Notes 

Week 1 1/11 (M) 1 Introduction and orientation Warm-up classes 

1/13 (W) 2 Instructional Expressions 

1/15 (F) 3 Unit 1. Dialogue 1 (ACT) Unit 1 (Encounters):  

5 course hours 

Week 2 1/18 (M)  Martin Luther King Day: no class 

1/20 (W) 4 Unit 1. Dialogue 2a (ACT) 

1/22 (F) 5 Unit 1. Dialogue 2b (ACT) 

Week 3 1/25 (M) 6 Unit 1. FACT 

1/27 (W) 7 Unit 1. Other activities, Quiz 1 

1/29 (F) 8 Unit 2. Dialogue 1 (ACT) Unit 2 (Personal 

property): 

6 course hours Week 4 2/1 (M) 9 Unit 2. Dialogue 2a (ACT) 

2/3 (W) 10 Unit 2. Dialogue 2b (ACT) 

2/5 (F) 11 Unit 2. FACT 

Week 5 2/8 (M) 12 Unit 2. Other activities (ACT) 

2/10 (W) 13 Unit 2. Other activities, Quiz 2 

2/12 (F) 14 Unit 3. Dialogue 1 (ACT) Unit 3 (Family and 

friends):  

6 course hours Week 6 2/15 (M) 15 Unit 3. Dialogue 2a (ACT) 

2/17 (W) 16 Unit 3. Dialogue 2b (ACT) 

2/19 (F) 17 Unit 3. FACT 

Week 7 2/22 (M) 18 Unit 3. Other activities (ACT) 

2/24 (W)  Instructional break: no class 

2/26 (F) 19 Unit 3. Other activities, Quiz 3 
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Week 8 3/1 (M) 20 Review 1 Review 1 

3/3 (W) 21 Unit 4. Dialogue 1a (ACT) Unit 4 (Eating in and 

eating out):  

7 course hours 3/5 (F) 22 Unit 4. Dialogue 1b (ACT) 

Week 9 3/8 (M) 23 Unit 4. Dialogue 2a (ACT) 

3/10 (W) 24 Unit 4. Dialogue 2b (ACT) 

3/12 (F) 25 Unit 4. FACT 

Week 10 3/15 (M) 26 Unit 4. Other activities (ACT) 

3/17 (W) 27 Unit 4. Other activities, Quiz 4 

3/19 (F) 28 Unit 5. Dialogue 1a (ACT) Unit 5 (Shops and 

markets):  

7 course hours Week 11 3/22 (M) 29 Unit 5. Dialogue 1b (ACT) 

3/24 (W) 30 Unit 5. Dialogue 2a (ACT) 

3/26 (F) 31 Unit 5. Dialogue 2b (ACT) 

Week 12 3/29 (M) 32 Unit 5. FACT 

3/31 (W)  Instructional break: no class 

4/2 (F) 33 Unit 5. Other activities (ACT) 

Week 13 4/5 (M) 34 Unit 5. Other activities, Quiz 5 

4/7 (W) 35 Unit 6. Dialogue 1a (ACT) Unit 6 (Getting around):  

7 course hours 

4/9 (F) 36 Unit 6. Dialogue 1b (ACT) 

Week 14 4/12 (M) 37 Unit 6. Dialogue 2a (ACT) 

4/14 (W) 38 Unit 6. Dialogue 2b (ACT) 

4/16 (F) 39 Unit 6. Other activities (ACT) 

Week 15 4/19 (M) 40 Unit 6. FACT 

4/21 (W) 41 Unit 6. Other activities (LangFest) 

4/23 (F) 42 Review 2 (Quiz 6) Review 2 (Quiz 6) 

Registrar Scheduled time;  

No make-up is available*  TBD  Oral interview 

 * Note: Please make your personal travel plans accordingly. No early interview for flight time conflicts. 


