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ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH & SAFETY

SAFETY BRIEF

Know Your 
ABC’s
Did you know that not all 
fires are the same?  
Different types of fuels 
cause different types 
(or classes) of fire. Fire 
extinguishers are commonly 
used to extinguish flames. 
However, not all fire 
extinguishers work on all 
classes of fire. Depending 
on the class of fire, certain 
fire extinguishers may have 
no effect on the flames 
or can actually make the 
fire worse. Make sure you 
know what type of fire 
extinguisher is available 
in your workplace and 
ensure it is compatible by 
referencing the label  
on the extinguisher.

Live Electrical Equipment
Computers, Fax Machines, etc.C

Flammable Liquids & Gases
Gasoline, Propane, Other SolventsB

Combustible Metals
Magnesium, Lithium, Titanium, etc.

D

Cooking Media
Oils, Lards, Fats, etc.K

Common Combustibles
Wood, Paper, Cloth, etc.A


