
Shooting for the stars: A dynamite dynamic
assessment
We know that pediatric traumatic brain injuries  (pTBIs) often result in diff iculties with cognitive-
communication skil ls, defined in this paper as “communication difficulties arising from disorganized thought
and impaired behavioral regulation.” Think:

issues with processing, integrating, and storing new information,  
impaired judgment and reasoning,  
difficulty with discourse, and  
trouble with social skil ls.

 

“...dissociation between test performance and everyday functioning is a defining characteristic of the
frontal lobe dysfunction that often accompanies TBI.”
– Hall  et al.,  2021

 
There’s no standardized assessment (yet!) that truly reflects the difficulties kids with pTBI experiences in their
daily l ives, so Hall  et al.  decided to do a scoping review to determine what’s out there and what’s left to be
done with regards to research on nonstandardized assessments for pTBI.  There’s a lot in this article,
and if you frequently work with children post-TBI, this might be one to check out in its entirety. But let’s
highlight some interesting assessment options:

Discourse analysis:  For children with pTBI, we might expect to see poorer macro level organization
and content, but more-or-less typical sentence-level structure.
Systematic observation of an independent activity of daily living:  The Children’s Cooking
Task (open access!) provides a key to effectively code errors based on the reason behind the error
(e.g., poor safety awareness, extraneous steps).
Virtual reality tasks:  Offer a way to get outside the current setting to see kids in a more “real world”
scenario;students reported this was either “fun” or “a lot of fun!”
Structured cognitive tasks:  The Party Planning task allows you to evaluate reasoning, problem-
solving, and meta-cognitive skil ls.
Functional rating scales:  These can help to look at a number of different domains and identify
situation-specific support.

 
I f  you’ve decided you’re definitely going to check out this paper, head to Table 2 for the studies they looked at
and what skil ls were targeted in each paper. Hopefully, this information wil l  help you with new assessment
ideas!
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