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Tlie Rise of Women: The Growing Gen-

der Gap in Education and Wliat It Means

for American Schools examines the current

gender gap in college graduation rates

in the United States. Contemporary

women outperform men in school and

are more likely to earn college degrees.

This gender gap exists across ethnicities

and exists in many other industrialized

nations. In the book, the authors exam-

ine potential causes of the current male

shortfall in educational a t ta inment .

They look at existing arguments for this

gap and analyze current research, search-

ing for the t ru th within these arguments

and possible causal variables.

The authors explain how women's

natural social and behavioral advan-

tages, better academic performance,

and a t tachment to school at all ages has

given women an edge in terms of edu-

cational a t ta inment . To bridge the gap,

policymakers mus t increase graduation

rates for male s tudents who have higher

education aspirations and potential for

completing college, but who are unable

to achieve these goals due to financial

constraints and lack of other support

systems.

The authors argue tha t an effective

route to increasing the educational at-

ta inment of men is to support a mascu-

line culture tha t incorporates the skills

that have given women a natural advan-

tage. Increasing social and behavioral

skills and a t tachment to school would

prepare boys for the challenges they will

face in college. Wliile this recommenda-

tion seems to follow logically from the

autliors ' analysis, it would have been

interesting to see a study on whether

this recommendation can be realistically

implemented, given the impact of in-

tersecting factors like family, race, class,

and ethnicity on academic performance.

However, this may be outside the scope

of what the authors aimed to present.

The historical background present-

ed in this book is well-explained and

relatively easy to understand. However,

the wealth of empirical and statisti-

cal evidence presented makes the book

more appropriate for an audience with

a background in statistics and social sci-

ence research. Overall, the authors pres-

ent strong arguments and evidence for

reducing the gender gap and promoting

male educational a t ta inment , so tha t all

students who have the potential to earn

a college degree have the opportuni ty to

do so. •
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