
 

 

 
 

Summer Full of Learning 
 

As you look through the pages of this newsletter, you will find many 

opportunities to learn new skills that can help you on your farm. I too am 

learning even as I am teaching. We have had many events at farms around 

the area this summer. I am learning more about the farming practices and 

challenges that farmers face in our area. I am learning how to focus my 

programs to best meet the needs of farmers and homeowners. I am also 

learning that people have done a good job at improving their farms and are 

eager to learn from the small backyard garden to the large commercial 

operation. Some are in it for the enjoyment while others are trying to earn a 

living. Whatever your motivation, it’s never too late to learn something new. 

Hope to see you at some of the upcoming events. 
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Improving Habitat for Game Wildlife 
 

Would you like to know more about white-tailed deer, wild turkey, squirrel, 

woodcock, ruffed grouse and other game species that inhabit woodlands in 

southeastern Ohio?  Woodland owners and enthusiasts in SE Ohio will have the 

opportunity to learn from biologists from the Ohio Department of Natural 

Resources- Division of Wildlife on August 11 at the Vinton Furnace State 

Experimental Forest near McArthur. 

Woodland owners and enthusiasts who attend this program will have the 

opportunity to: 

 Learn about behaviors and habitat needs of common woodland game 

species 

 Understand the relationship between wildlife habitat and forest 

succession and how they influence wildlife populations 

 Visit and discuss a variety of woodland habitats found at the Vinton 

Furnace State Forest 

 Interact with wildlife biologists and foresters, and become aware of the 

techniques and resources available to help improve woodland habitat in 

your woods 

This program will take place on August 11
th
 from 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. at the 

Vinton Furnace State Forest.  A registration fee of $10 will cover the cost lunch 

and program materials.  Please RSVP by calling OSU Extension Vinton County 

at 740-596-5212, or email Dave Apsley at apsley.1@osu.edu by August 7
th
. 

 

 
 

 

August Establishment of Forages 
 
According to the newly revised, 15th edition of the Ohio Agronomy 

Guide, planting of alfalfa and other legumes should be completed by 

the end of August in Southern Ohio. This timeline takes into 

consideration average frost dates and the time needed for forage 

plants to develop a root system capable of overwintering. For 

example, at about 8 to 10 weeks after emergence alfalfa plants pull 

the growing point below the soil surface, a process termed 

‘contractile growth’. Once contractile growth occurs the alfalfa plant 

is considered a true perennial. The alfalfa plant needs to reach this 

growth stage to overwinter. Clover plants also need to have a crown 

formed, and grasses should be at least in the tillering stage of 

development before the onset of winter.  

Calendar of 
Events 
 
Please contact Ed Brown for 

additional information on all 

of these events 

brown.600@osu.edu or  

740-593-8555 

 
 

 August 11 – Improving 

Habitat for Game Wildlife 

 August 12 – Goat and 

Sheep Workshop, Barlow 

Fairgrounds 

 August 22 – Pesticide 

Collection, Albany 

Fairgrounds 

 August 24 – Ohio 

Blueberry, Bramble, & 

Wine Grape Field Night, 

Piketon 

 August 24 – Beef and 

Forage Field Night, 

Jackson 

 September 12 – Fertilizer 

Applicator Certification 

Training, Athens 

 September 19 – 21 – Farm 

Science Review, London, 

OH 

 October 5 – Hay Making 

Workshop 

 
The Athens County 
Extension Office has 
additional information 
about all of the articles 
that you read in this 
newsletter 
 

mailto:apsley.1@osu.edu
https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2017-13/ohio-agronomy-guide-now-available
https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2017-13/ohio-agronomy-guide-now-available
mailto:brown.600@osu.edu
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Stockpiling Forages – Chris Penrose 

Stockpiling forages, especially cool-season grasses for fall and 

winter grazing, is an excellent option – and now’s the time to 

consider it. All you need to do is make a final grazing of the field 

or final mowing and let it grow until later in the fall or winter. 

Typically, adding nitrogen when stockpiling is initiated will 

increase yield and quality. 

Fescue is the forage that usually works best. Other grasses like 

orchardgrass work, but the quality and yield diminishes faster as 

winter weather settles in. We have conducted research in 

eastern Ohio periodically over the past 25-plus years, and we 

have consistently had increased yield and quality when nitrogen 

fertilizer was added, although not always statistically significant. 

What are some considerations for stockpiling? Do you have 

extra pasture or hay fields you can stockpile? Are you going to 

be short on stored feed this winter? Can you sell extra stored 

feed and stockpile? Will the cost of the fertilizer be more or less 

than purchased hay? Depending on weather conditions when 

stockpiling, and the availability and cost of purchased hay. 

Sometimes buying hay could cost less.

 
 

Cow grazing in spring on stockpiled forages from 

last spring
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CFAES provides research and related educational programs to clientele on a nondiscriminatory basis. For more information: http://go.osu.edu/cfaesdiversity. 
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