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COMMENT THE FIRST AMENDMENT
“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free
exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people
peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.”

Each week, this series will introduce
you to an exceptional American who
unites, rather than divides, our commu-
nities. To read more about the American
profiled here and more average Ameri-
cans doing exceptional things, visit one-
nation.usatoday.com.

NAPLES, Florida - When asked about
the three Purple Hearts he earned while
serving in the Korean War, Dick Munro
responds like he does to any question
about his accomplishments: with absurd
modesty.

“It doesn’t mean I’m a hero — it means
I didn’t duck,” he laughed.

Munro, 86, is the former chairman
and CEO of Time Warner Inc., which lat-
er became Time Warner, and a current
education activist in Naples, Florida.

He began his career at Time Inc. as a
trainee and retired 40 years later as top
dog.

“I just went to work every day. It just
happened,” he said.

After Munro “retired” from Time
Inc., he took to sitting on corporate
boards — 20 of them, he counts. They in-
clude prestigious companies, founda-
tions and universities such as Genen-
tech, IBM and Columbia. And that 25-
year stint as director of the United Ne-
gro College Fund.

When Munro moved to Naples, a re-
sort town known for its white-sand
beaches and exclusive golf courses, he
had no intention of relapsing into his
philanthropic addictions. But then he
peeked behind the luxury condos and
five-star restaurants.

“I had no idea that just a stone’s throw
away there were people hanging on by
their fingernails,” Munro said.

Thirty miles northeast of Naples lies
Immokalee, home to a community of La-
tino farmworkers. Many live in trailers.
Others cram into one-bedroom bunga-
lows with their entire family.

“It was mind-boggling, seeing how
these poor people lived. There’s an un-
derbelly to this county that most people
don’t know about,” he said.

Munro began teaching at a Head Start
program at a low-income school and
joined a college scholarship selection
committee for underprivileged stu-
dents. He took on two mentees from Im-
mokalee and helped them with college
applications. One, the son of tomato pick-
ers, now interns at a cyber security firm.

Working with Immokalee children, he
said, is “the most rewarding thing I’ve
done. Their smiles will just melt you.”
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Dick Munro poses for a portrait on Monday, February 27, 2017 at the Education Foundation of
Collier County in East Naples. Munro now works with Champions for Learning, a non-profit
that pairs kids with retirees who help them study, organize college applications and get jobs.

What does it mean to you to be an
American?
It means that I was fortunate to be born
in a country the world envies. A country
whose democratic principles have had
an enormous positive impact on the
world almost since its founding. We have
set an example of civility, generosity, di-
plomacy and when required, power. With
all that comes the responsibility of lead-
ership. And we should cherish that re-
sponsibility.
Yet, despite all of our enormous re-
sources, we are becoming a nation divid-
ed, angry and lacking the civility we
once knew. Issues of income in equality,
racism and the treatment of immigrants
are disturbing. But, I am an optimist.
There will always be more good guys
than bad guys.

What moment touched and motivated
you to launch this effort?
My first exposure to poverty occurred
years ago when I was involved with Save
The Children. I visited Indian Reserva-
tions in the West, the Mississippi Delta
and parts of Appalachia. It was an eye-
opener, to say the least. I never realized
parts of the USA were similar to third-
world countries. Here in Naples, my first
visit to Immokalee was equally shock-
ing. This is a remarkable community of
good, hard-working farmworkers, many
of whom live in severe poverty.

What gives you hope or what concerns
you?
Public schools give me hope. The privi-
lege to be exposed to students, teachers
and administrators gives me hope. I wish
more citizens could have the opportunity
to visit classrooms to observe the learn-
ing process in action, to observe the pro-
fessionalism and passion the great ma-
jority of teachers bring to their class-
rooms every day. 

What do you hope to accomplish
through your efforts?
There will never be enough volunteers.
Naples is made up of extremely gener-
ous and civic-minded people, but there is
still a whole bunch of them who don’t be-
come involved. This is unfortunate for
both them and our community. Seniors
have lots of skills to contribute. Many
simply have not been exposed to the
challenges we face. You really do get
more out of volunteering than you put in.

Q&A WITH DICK MUNRO

Dick Munro
Location: Naples, Florida

Age: 86

Profession: Retired chairman and CEO of
Time Inc.; education activist

Mission: Empower children to reach their full
potential.

NOMINATE AN AMERICAN
Who are your American heroes? Share stories and nominees at onenation.usatoday.com or via
email to onenation@usatoday.com or post a video submission to Twitter, Facebook or Instagram
(no longer than 2 minutes, please) with the hashtags #IAmAnAmerican #WeAreOneNation. 

As the late four-term
Senator Daniel Patrick
Moynihan said, “Every-
one is entitled to his own
opinion, but not his own

facts.” Many in today’s political scene
seem to think that opinions of people
who have no knowledge of a subject are
the equal of views of qualified experts
in the field under discussion.

There are two kinds of opinions,
personal and professional. A personal
opinion is just that, personal. We all
have them about nearly everything. But
if the goal is to understand a subject, it
is the professional opinion that must
take precedence. This is especially
obvious in science.

The scientific method of repeatedly
examining, testing and verifying leads
to consensus and predictions. Science is
self-correcting in that errors are even-
tually identified by the process itself.
This way of gaining knowledge is one
of the highest achievements of the
human mind. It is also a most effective

baloney detector.
The last election demonstrated that

a large minority of the American public
is easily fooled by illogical arguments
and demagoguery. The internet and
social media facilitate this.

Uninformed sound bites instanta-
neously circulate around the world
leading some to believe that their per-
sonal opinions are as correct as profes-
sional opinions. This is known as confir-
mation bias where one interprets evi-
dence in ways that uphold their pre-
conceived beliefs.

Unlike science, tweets are not peer
reviewed. The “war on science/fake
news/alternative facts” phenomenon
became prominent decades ago in the
anti-evolution crusade and is continued
today by some of the same people in
climate change denial and the anti-
vaccination movement.

To solve problems, government pol-
icy needs to be evidence-based. “I am
not a scientist,” as Ronald Reagan fam-
ously said in 1980, has been used by
many politicians to avoid dealing with
inconvenient scientific evidence, pollu-
tion issues or to excuse factual inaccu-

racies in their comments.
Science is not partisan.
The vast majority of climate scien-

tists understand that global warming is
occurring because of human activities,
especially the accumulation of green-
house gases in the atmosphere due to
combustion of fossil fuels. The Paris
Agreement was signed by 195 coun-

tries. It defies common sense to dismiss
this as a hoax, even if one is not a scien-
tist.

The Trump Administration has or-
dered the EPA to remove the explana-
tion of causes and effects of climate
change from its website to reflect its
new direction. How is this going to help
anything?

Ignorance has been weaponized.
“Out of sight, out of mind” does not
make data go away. It is similar to tear-
ing up a pathology report that identifies
a malignancy.

Scientists have a duty to influence
public opinion and politicians. To para-
phrase parliamentarian Edmund
Burke, the only thing necessary for the
triumph of ignorance is for knowledge-
able people to do nothing.

Tim M. Berra, Ph.D. is Academy
Professor of Evolution, Ecology and
Organismal Biology at The Ohio State
University and a three-time Fulbright
Scholar to Australia, where he holds
concurrent positions as University Pro-
fessorial Fellow at Charles Darwin
University and Research Associate at
the Northern Territory Museum.
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