
Fracking in Wayne National Forest 
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Figure 1. Marietta Unit – Hiking Trails     Figure 2. Marietta Unit - Watersheds 

 

Figure 2. Marietta Unit - Leasing requests outlined in blue 

Figure 1. Wayne National Forest 



Wayne National Forest is located in Southeast Ohio.  It has a total of 240,000 acres in 12 

counties arranged into three non-contiguous units: Athens, Ironton, and Marietta.  The Marietta 

Unit includes 63,000 acres in Monroe, Noble, and Washington counties.  

 

 

PLAYERS 

 

Bureau of Land Management (BLM) oversees leasing of public lands for oil and gas 

extraction.  BLM is part of the Department of Interior.  

 

Ohio is in the Northeastern State District with 19 other states. The main office is: 

626 E. Wisconsin Ave., Suite 200 

Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53202-4617 

414-297-4400 

 

U.S. Forest Service (USFS) manages Wayne National Forest. It is part of the U.S. Department 

of Agriculture.  

 

The headquarters and Athens Ranger Station is: 

Forest Supervisor: Anthony (Tony) Scardina 

Phone: (740) 753-0101  Fax: (740) 753-0118 

Address: 13700 US Highway 33, Nelsonville, OH 45764 

 

The Marietta Unit office is: 

27515 State Route 7 

Marietta, OH 45750 

(740) 373-9055 

(740) 373-8079 (fax) 

 

 

TIMELINE 

 

2011 

USFS plans to auction parcels in the Athens unit for fracking in December. Activists in several 

groups (Athens County Fracking Action Network, Buckeye Forest Council, Sierra Club) 

organize to convince Wayne Supervisor Anne Carey to pull the parcels from the auction.  

 

2012 

Activists push for a full Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to be issued before parcels are 

put back up for auction. USFS issues a much less extensive Supplemental Information Report 

(SIR) in August, saying this complies with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). 

 

Late 2015/Early 2016 

BLM and USFS announce plans to lease parcels for fracking in all three units. They hold 

information sessions in each area. The results vary: 

 200 people attend the November 18 session in Athens; the meeting has to be stopped due 

to protests. 

 300 people attend the November 19 information session in Marietta; news coverage 

indicates widespread community approval.  



 

April 2016 

BLM issues a Draft Environmental Assessment (EA), a “fast-track” assessment allowed under 

NEPA, of the risk of oil and gas drilling in the Marietta unit of Wayne National Forest, along 

with an unsigned Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI). BLM proposes leasing up to 

40,000 acres for fracking, with 18,000 acres submitted for the first auction. More than 50 oil and 

gas companies have submitted Expressions of Interest (EOIs) A public comment period opens.  

 

May 2016 

Center for Biological Diversity, Friends of the Earth, Ohio Environmental Council, and Sierra 

Club submit a 78-page letter commenting on the Draft EA and unsigned FONSI. They argue that 

the BLM must end all new fossil fuel leasing and fracking on public lands in order to limit 

greenhouse gas emissions and keep fossil fuels in the ground required to meet the Paris 

Agreement on climate change. They also said the Draft EA had not taken into account that: 

 Fracking poses a risk to water quality through contamination of rivers, streams, and water 

tables from fracking fluid and disposal wells. 

 Fracking harms air quality through pollutants such as nitrogen oxides, sulfur dioxide, 

particulate matter, carbon monoxide, and ozone. 

 Methane from fracking significantly increases greenhouse gas emissions, adding to 

climate change that increases the chances of extreme weather events, sea level rise, and 

impacts to infrastructure.  

 Fracking posts significant human health and safety risks such as increased risk of cancer, 

birth defects, and heart attacks. 

 Fracking poses a risk to wildlife species such as the northern long-eared bat and threatens 

loss of wildlife habitats. 

 

Community members meet with Wayne Supervisor Tony Scardina and request a public hearing. 

He refuses. Community members request and are granted a public hearing from Athens County 

Commissioners in which unanimous opposition to fracking the Wayne is expressed. 

 

August 2016 

Center for Biological Diversity, Ohio Environmental Council, and Sierra Club send a letter to the 

USFS asking them to intervene to stop the leasing of Wayne National Forest for fracking. 

 

The White House Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ) releases a directive to federal 

agencies to consider climate in all NEPA evaluations, including any in process. 

 

September 2016 

USFS holds a meeting at Ohio University to discuss collaboration on Wayne National Forest. 

Community members sit in on the oil and gas subgroup to oppose fracking.  

 

October 2016 

BLM publishes the final Environmental Assessment and Finding of No Significant Impact. They 

announce a December 13 online auction to lease 33 parcels in the Marietta unit of Wayne 

National Forest for fracking. Citizens have 30 days to submit a formal protest, but the protest can 

be only on the parcels themselves, not the Environmental Assessment.  

 


