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National Agriculture Week 
 

Hardin County – March 21 – 27 is National Agriculture Week, when we recognize the contribution of 
American agriculture. In recognition of this week, it is a good time to review one of Ohio’s largest 
industries. Ohio has a good climate for agriculture. It receives about 36 inches of rainfall each year and 
its monthly average temperature ranges from a high around 76° F to a low around 25° F.  
 
Ohio has over 400 different types of soils, many of these quite productive. On the average, its soils have 
4 to 12 inches of topsoil. Over 50% of the land in Ohio is considered prime farmland. Crops account for 
58% of the total agricultural sales for the state. These crops account for the top agricultural receipts of 
the state. Ohio produces 5.9% of the U.S. soybean crop and 3.1% of its corn crop. It ranks seventh in 
soybean production and tenth in corn production of the states.  
 
Livestock accounts for 41% of the total agricultural sales for the state. Poultry and eggs have the largest 
receipts, but milk and pork are not far behind. Historically, Ohio is second in egg production among the 
states; and number one in Swiss cheese production. Ohio generally ranks in the top ten states for hog 
production and the production of cottage cheese. It ranks fifth for receipts generated from horses, 
ponies, mules, burros, and donkeys.   
 
Greenhouse, nursery products, vegetables, and Christmas trees are major agriculture products sold 
because of Ohio’s proximity to urban areas. Ohio ranks ninth among the states for nursery, greenhouse, 
floriculture, and sod production. It is eleventh for Christmas tree sales. Tomatoes is the major vegetable 
crop. Ohio generally ranks in the top five states in fresh and processed tomatoes. It is also a large 
producer of pumpkins, bell peppers, cabbage, cucumbers, and sweet corn.  
 
As a result of farm products, Ohio has approximately 800 food processing plants across the state. In 
addition, one in seven Ohioans are employed in some area of agriculture, which includes wholesale-
retail sales, marketing, processing, agribusiness, government agencies, or farm production.  
 
Ohio boasts 77,805 farms. The average farm size is 179 acres. Many of these farms are non-traditional 
agriculture. There are 6,183 beekeepers across the state who manage about 35,000 bee colonies. 
Organic farming is increasing currently at 1% of the total farms. Twenty-five percent of the Ohio’s farms 
do not have Internet access.  



Families or individuals operate 96% of the farms in Ohio. Over 80% of these people reside on the farms 
they operate. The average age of an Ohio farmer is 55.8 years. Of the total number of farmers, 34% are 
women.  
 
Local and community markets continue to expand. Berries and other small fruits and grape production 
are becoming more popular as well as fine production of Ohio maple syrup, Ohio wine, and Ohio 
Christmas trees. Aquaculture has popped-up on many small farms across the state producing tilapia, 
shrimp, and bait fish.  
 
As has been discussed, Ohio’s agriculture is quite diverse and contributes to the economic vitality of the 
state. Agriculture should continue as an important industry in the future of Ohio because of proximity to 
population centers (markets), productive land, ability to produce diverse crops, and hard work from its 
farm operators. I encourage you to recognize Ag Week, reflect on the importance of agriculture -- and 
remember the farmer who toiled to provide your meal. 
 
 
Article written by Ed Lentz, OSU Extension-Hancock County and edited by Mark Badertscher, OSU 
Extension-Hardin County. 
 


