
The annual Ohio No-till Field Day will
be held at OSU-OARDC, August 29. The
program begins and ends at Fisher
Auditorium, 1680 Madison Ave., Wooster. 

Registration (with coffee and snacks)
opens at 8:00 am. The program will begin at
8:50 with welcoming comments by Jan
Layman, President of the Ohio No-Till
Council, and Dave Benfield, Associate Vice-
President for Agriculture, OSU-OARDC.

We have an incredible panel to start the
program, including Glover Triplett who
was the co-founder of the historic no-till
research plots in 1962. Others on the panel
are Bill Richards, Don Myers, Bill Haddad,
and Dave Brandt, totaling about 250 years
of no-till experience. They will discuss the
early days of no-till, how we got to today’s
no-till, and what the future may hold. 

From about 10:15 to noon, the program
will be at the historic no-till plots where
attendees will hear about current research
from Steve Culman, who manages the
plots, and two grad students.

Lunch will be served in Fisher
Auditorium. During lunch we will hear a
short presentation on a new tool looking at
P management practices on farms called
“On-Field Ohio.” 

The online tool development was sup-
ported by various agricultural organiza-
tions including USDA-ARS and Ohio
Soybean Council. OSU soil scientist, Libby

Dayton, will make the presentation. "On-
Field Ohio will provide farmers a long-term
average estimate of their erosion and phos-
phorous runoff loss. The tool is in the cloud
so a farmer does not have to download
databases or climate data. The developers
did all of that. All a farmer has to do is
open the tool and run it."

Participants have 3 afternoon
options. 

One, described in detail in the mid-July
issue, will be on Measuring Soil Health.

Another, (Session A) will focus on no-till
with cover crops. The first topic, at 1:00 pm,
is on managing cover crops. It will be pre-
sented by Jim Hershey, a no-till farmer and
innovator in eastern Pennsylvania. He
serves as President of the Pennsylvania No-
till Alliance. Jim interseeds covers in corn,
and “plants green,” both soybeans and
corn. He will describe his management
techniques that have given positive results
for five years. He designed and built (and
markets to several states) the interseeder.
He is experimenting with different cover
crop mixes and has had success with skip-
ping every third row of corn, providing 60
inches for the cover crop between the pairs
of corn rows. The interseeder can work
through corn up to 4 feet tall.

Hershey Farms includes a lot of live-
stock. They market 1.3 million broilers and
finish 3600 hogs a year. They are in the

Chesapeake Bay Watershed and have to
meet strict requirements for the livestock
and cropping operations. (Don’t be sur-
prised if Ohio farmers eventually have sim-
ilar requirements for Lake Erie and the
Ohio River.) Jim says, “It is easier to be on
the leading edge of conservation rather
than cleaning up afterwards.”

Jim Hershey also owns 400 acres in
Clinton County. It is farmed by custom
operators and Wilmington College takes ag
students to the farm to learn about cover
crops, no-till, and soil health. 

Session A will also include Jerry Grigar
on the benefits of switching from transition-
al no-till to  continuous no-till, and Jim
Hoorman will share tips on succeeding
with no-till corn. 

Erosion and cover crops will be the
main topics in Session B. The program
organized by the Wayne County SWCD
and Wayne County Extension, includes an
hour on using cover crops within a soybean
production system to prevent soil erosion,
build healthier soils and raise productive
soybean crops.  This session will feature the
return of two of the morning speakers,
Dave Brandt, no-till farmer and longtime
cover crop user on his Fairfield County
farm and Bill Haddad with New Day Ag
Consulting.  With their extensive knowl-
edge and experiences they will provide
attendees with a wealth of information.

Session B has a half hour covering the
topics of cover crop cost share programs
and the use of cover crops for forage.
Wayne County NRCS and SWCD person-
nel will provide an overview of the tech-
nical assistance and cost share programs
available to farmers in the Muskingum
watershed who have an interest in plant-
ing cover crops.  A local farmer panel
will describe how they use cover crops to
not only protect the soil but also as alter-
native forage resources on their farms.

This discussion will include timing of
planting, and harvest, species, and forage
quality. The final presenter will be Ryan
Haden, OSU-ATI, on his research on
interseeding cover crops. 

The overall program concludes in the
auditorium with Q&A for all available
speakers. It will end by 4:00. 

CCA credits will be available.
Registration. Registration informa-

tion and program details are on our web-
site: OhioNotillCouncil.com. Pay by cred-
it card or check.  

To register by mail, send a check
(payable to Ohio No-till Council) to: Bret
Margraf, Seneca Cons. District, 3140 South
S.R. 100, Suite D, Tiffin, OH 44883. The cost
is $50 by Aug. 22; $65 at the door. (For stu-
dents, advance registration only, is $25.)
Include name(s), address, and
email/phone. For questions about registra-
tion, call 419-447-7073.
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As I write this, there is plenty of
consternation and concern in the farm
community. Is no-till a solution to the
algae issue, or is it the problem? 
One suggestion at a hearing was to
do aggressive tillage to get P off 
the surface. Yuck! (That’s an 
editorial opinion.) 

Seriously, can continuous no-till
with cover crops and all chemical fertil-
izer injected (not incorporated, which
implies tillage) keep P out of the lake?
Can a farmer spread manure (a small
contributor of total P in the watershed)
on no-till ground, unfrozen, with a
growing cover crop? Stay tuned. 

Lake Erie and Gov. Kasich

MId-Aug 2018


