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UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

September 10th-12th  
Rarden Whitetail Deer Festival  

(rardendeerfest.com)  
FoSBC volunteers and  AWaRE 

staff (see article) will be in the Ex-
hibitor’s Tent.  Come visit us to learn 

more about Native Fish & Aquatic 
Wildlife, SBC Watershed, Water 

Quality Study &  
Membership information. 

 
September 18th  
2 p.m. to 5 p.m. 

Monarch Butterfly Tagging 
@ Chaparral Prairie State  

Nature Preserve. 
Learn about the origins of the Citi-

zen Science research on the Migrat-
ing Monarch Butterflies.  Help col-
lect, tag and release butterflies.  
Bring insect net, cameras, sun-
screen, and hat.  Wear LONG 

Pants as we will be off trail in tall 
weeds to collect butterflies.   

 
September 24th 

9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Scioto Brush Creek Day 

@ Otway Covered Bridge  
(rain date October 1st) 

 
October 9th 

10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Otway Covered Bridge Festival 

OCB Park, Otway, Ohio 
 

November 20th 
@ 9:00 a.m. 

Adopt-A-Highway, Gladys Riley Pre-
serve, BCTC and Covered Bridge 

Parks Cleanup.   
Location Brush Creek Township  

Community Park (St. Rt. 348,  
Otway, Ohio) 

Bring gloves and sturdy footwear 
After cleanup Potluck 
(bring a dish to share) 

@ Otway Community Church  
(St. Rt. 73, Otway, Ohio) 

 August 2021 

Growing up in Otway and on the Scioto Brush Creek I learned many lessons 
about nature and life, and now that I’m a father I find myself wanting my children to ex-
perience those same lessons. We travel all over the area 
to take them hiking, fishing, and boating. To our family 
those experiences are very important, and I believe it is 
quality time that makes a lasting impact. 

 
Now as a Scioto County Commissioner I find my-

self looking at the infrastructure and opportunities in the 
county to enjoy those same types of experiences here at 
home. We have great nature trails and lakes, the Ohio 
River is accessible at multiple points, but I found that we 
were lacking for access on the Scioto Brush Creek and 
Scioto River.  To remedy this lack of public access I set 
out a long-term plan to create water trails on both bodies 
of water. 

 
Currently, we are working with the Ohio Depart-

ment of Transportation, and Ohio Department of Natural 
Resources to secure a location and build a paddle ramp 
in Lucasville. This access would open up the river public-
ly for the first time in Scioto County and create a nice 13-
mile day float experience connecting Lucasville and 
Portsmouth. For people not wanting to be on the water 
all day, it is my goal to have a secondary access point 
midway between Lucasville and Portsmouth. This would 
break the river up in two manageable sections for our community and visitors to enjoy. 

 
While working on the Scioto River project, we are also working on identifying 

strategic locations on the Scioto Brush Creek. With the access point in Otway near the 
Covered Bridge already in place, we are interested in finding 3 to 4 other public access 
points to get us all the way to the Scioto River. We have had some very preliminary 
conversations with landowners about leasing property to the county to achieve this 
goal, and I am encouraged we will be able to add public access for all to enjoy. For the 
Scioto Brush Creek, we are also talking with ODNR about a possible access point at 
Tatman Coe on their nature preserve, and so far the conversations are encouraging. 

 
Last year in the face of Covid-19 the State of Ohio experienced around 11,000 

more new kayak registrations than they had in previous years. People want to get out-
side and enjoy nature, and as a Commissioner I want to create an infrastructure to fa-
cilitate those activities here at home. I believe with this access we will see potentially 
thousands of canoers, kayakers, day trippers come into our community and enjoy the 
great natural resources we have known about all our lives. I thank each of you for the 
great work you do in cleaning and protecting our watershed and ensuring that it can be 
enjoyed for generations to come. 

 
If you know of someone that lives on or has property on the Scioto Brush 

Creek and are interested in allowing public access please have them reach out to me. 
    

  Written by: Scottie Powell, Scioto County Commissioner 

Scioto County  
Commissioner and  
watershed native,  

Scottie Powell, paddles on 
Scioto Brush Creek after a 

recent rain event. 



 Friends of Scioto Brush Creek 

Water Quality Study with the Appalachian Water Research Exchange 

The water flowing out of our tap is an important resource that we frequently take for granted. The Unit-
ed States Environmental Protection Agency sets guidelines for the quality of this water. Drinking water quality 
can vary from place to place, depending on water source, treatment requirements, and water distribution prac-
tices, and a variety of other environmental, financial, social, political, and other factors.  

The Appalachian Water Research Exchange (AWaRE) is an interdisciplinary project funded by the 
Sustainability Institute at The Ohio State University. The mission of AWaRE is to develop community partner-
ships and gather insights from various stakeholder perspectives to (1) understand what factors impact tap wa-
ter quality and water use and to (2) create knowledge that will help inform future water system management 
and planning. The project will focus on small-to-medium, rural drinking water systems in the Appalachian re-
gion. 

To better understand the local context, the AWaRE team is 
partnering with Jody Newton-McAllister and Martin McAllister of 
Friends of Scioto Brush Creek and Dr. Dave Todt from Shawnee 
State University and the Livelihoods Knowledge Exchange 
(Lexington, KY). During our first trip to Scioto County, AWaRE team 
members hiked in Shawnee State Park, where we were so amazed 
at the beauty of the forest! During our second trip, we met with our 
partners for the first time (in person!) at Mound Park. They provided 
valuable insights into historical and current water topics that are im-
portant to the community and advised us how to move forward with 
our project. Pictured left to right: Daniel Ma, Dr. Jasper Waugh-
Quasebarth, Dr. Matthew Hamilton, Dr. Cassie Patterson, Dr. Dave 
Todt, Dr. Natalie Hull, Jody Newton-McAllister, Martin McAllister, and Lisa Shahin (photographer). 

Community members of Scioto County with city water from Northwest Regional Water District: We want 
to hear your stories! As a community scientist, you will participate in an interview and water testing. In a Zoom 
interview, we will talk about water topics that are important to you to create, in real-time, your unique mental 
map representing your understanding of things that impact and are impacted by your household water quality. 
During the interview, you will also complete a Qualtrics survey to provide information about how you use and 
perceive water. Finally, with AWaRE’s guidance, you will test your water quality and send a water sample for 
further analysis at the Ohio State lab.  

 

The research session will last about 2 hours. The data 
will be used to generate a first of its kind combined sys-
tems model that may be used in managing water sys-
tems to improve drinking water quality throughout Ap-
palachia. 

 

Each household to complete the study (interview and water testing) will receive a $50 gift card. If you 
have any questions about the study, want to be a study participant, or want to share your thoughts about your 
household water quality or the study, please email Dr. Natalie Hull: hull.305@osu.edu.  

You can learn more about AWaRE online: https://u.osu.edu/aware/project-overview/ 

You can also follow us on social media here: https://www.facebook.com/OhioStateAWaRE 

(Editor’s note: AWaRE staff will be at the Rarden, Whitetail Deer Festival Exhibitor’s Tent to answer 
 your questions about water quality and the project.) 

https://u.osu.edu/aware/project-overview/
https://www.facebook.com/OhioStateAWaRE


  Helping maintain and improve the water quality of Scioto Brush Creek through education, awareness and the involvement of local residents. 

Getting To Know Your Board 

 

Tim Browning has lived in the Scioto Brush Creek watershed for the past 36 

years. He graduated from Northwest High School in 1972, then attended Scioto Tech-
nical College (now Shawnee State University) where he received an Associate Degree 

in Civil Engineering. After college he served 4 years in the U.S. Navy Seabees as an 

Engineering Aide. Tim is married and has one daughter and is currently retired after 
working 34 years for CTL Engineering Inc. as a Field / Lab / Project Manager. 

Tim has been a member of the Friends of Scioto Brush Creek 

since 2014, joined the Board in 2017 and in 2019 he accepted the 

position of Vice-President. He enjoys assisting in the roadside clean ups, creek 
sweeps, festivals, and Northwest School programs sponsored by the FoSBC. 

Tim also enjoys hiking, fishing and an occasional sky-dive. 

Lifetime Memberships 

The Friends of Scioto Brush Creek, Inc. would like to welcome new lifetime members:  

 
Logan and Tina Shope 

 
Thank you for supporting our mission and the watershed. 

Scenic River Designation 

 Ohio may soon be adding a 16th State Scenic River to the Nation’s 
first such program of its kind.   
 
 The mission of the Ohio Scenic Rivers Program is to work coopera-
tively with local governments, businesses, landowners, non-profit  
organizations and other state and federal agencies to protect the aquatic 
resources and terrestrial communities dependent on healthy riparian  
habitats.  
  
 Ohio currently has 15 designated Wild, Scenic and/or Recreational 
rivers comprising 27 stream segments. More than 830 river miles are pro-
tected in the Ohio scenic river system. Three state-designated streams — 
the Little Miami River, Big and Little Darby Creeks, and Little Beaver Creek 
— are also designated as National Scenic Rivers. 
 
 NEW DESIGNATION PROPOSED: The Ohio Department of Natural 
Resources is proposing to designate portions of Paint Creek and its tributaries 
(North Fork, Rocky Fork and Rattlesnake Creek) as state scenic river in  
Highland and Ross counties. A total of 81.7 miles are being proposed for  
designation. Once designated, Paint Creek would be the 16th river with a  
state-designated wild, scenic or recreational status.  
 
 To learn more about Ohio's Scenic Rivers Program go to www.ohiodnr.gov/wps/portal/gov/odnr/discover-and-
learn/land-water-streams-wetlands/scenic-rivers-programs 
 

Ohio’s 15 State Scenic Rivers 



Become involved!  Join us on Facebook to learn more about the FoSBC’s projects and 
events.  Share your photos and Join the Conversation.  Learn More About Your Watershed! 

www.facebook.com/friendsofsciotobrushcreek 

2021 Scholarship Recipients 

 July was a busy month for FoSBC volun-
teers in the Forks of Brush Creek riparian zone at 
the Brush Creek Township Community Park near 
Otway, Ohio.  On July 17th volunteers worked to 
remove the lower branches of the trees to make 
maintenance of the area easier and accessible to 
park visitors.  Once the lower branches were re-
moved local residents and FoSBC members Sam 
and Thelma Shirey mowed and trimmed the area.   
 We encourage park visitors to walk through 
the riparian zone enjoying the shade the native 
trees provide as well as the sights and sounds of 
wildflowers in bloom and the birds singing in the 
trees.  As you walk keep your eyes  open to catch a 
glimpse of blue as the bluebirds and tree swallows 
are busy feeding hungry young in the nest boxes 
along the way. 

 As you approach the St. Rt. 348 
bridge take a quick detour under the 
bridge on the new Park Pride Pathway 
that connects the BCTC Park to the Otway Covered Bridge Park.  
You’ll get a unique perspective of the covered bridge from this angle 
and see the mainstem of Scioto Brush Creek flowing under the bridge.  
Bring a fishing pole and try your luck at catching one of the 86 species 
of native fish found living in Scioto Brush Creek.  Not all species will 
require a pole however.  If you look carefully in the pools of water near 
the stream’s edge you may see one of several small members of the 
darter family gliding from rock to rock searching for food and shelter.   
 As you stroll between the 2 parks we hope you and your family 
will enjoy a shady walk, dip your toes in the creek or bring your cam-
era and take photos of Scioto County’s last remaining covered bridge, 
wildflowers, and wildlife.  Please remember to leave only footprints 
and take only memories.   

Board Member Shannon Browning presented the third annual Friends of Scioto Brush Creek, Inc. ’s college  
scholarships to 2021 Northwest High School graduates Kathryne Argueta and Terah Webb.   

 
Katie received a $1,000 scholarship and will attend More-
head State University in pursuit of a veterinary technology 
degree.  
 
Terah received a $500 scholarship and will attend Shawnee 
State University to pursue courses that will lead to a degree 
in Pharmacy 

 
Congratulations ladies!   

 
We wish you continued success in your future  

educational pursuits. 

Shannon (left) presents  
Kathryne Argueta  
with scholarship 

Shannon (left) presents 
Terah Webb 

with Scholarship 

Volunteers removing lower tree limbs 
from the riparian zone that have been 
trimmed for the ease of maintenance. 

Riparian Zone after  
mowing and trimming Martin McAllister 

maintains the Park 
Pride Pathway that 
connects the Brush 

Creek Township 
Community and 
Otway Covered 
Bridge Parks on 

July 24, 2021.  The 
new path was 

made possible by a 
grant from the  

Society Foundation 
and FoSBC  
members. 


