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The Secret of Drawing is a show that explores the work of artists and how they may have 

helped pave the way for the future of science exploration. Some of the artists that were covered 

in the episode were Leonardo Da Vinci, George Stubbs, and many more. George Stubbs was 

fascinated with the anatomy of horses. Not only did he capture the magnificence of the horse in 

the naked eye, but he studied what we can't see of the horse. Stubbs would gather horse carcasses 

and examine their bones and organs. Later, after spending much time observing skeletons of 

humans and animals, Stubbs began questioning the similarities between them. Similarly, to 

Stubbs fascination with horses, Leonardo Da Vinci was also curious about the intricate workings 

of the human body. One major organ he studied was the heart and truly captured the 

functionality of valves and veins in his work. Francis Wells took these findings of Leonardo and 

adopted them for himself to further his understanding as a heart surgeon. Another artist, John 

Russel, spent his time observing and drawing the moon. His drawings are said to be so precise 

that individual craters can be identified. Of course, this meant that Russel spent his time drawing 

through the nights looking through a telescope. John Adams Audubon had an intense interest in 

birds, so much so that he would shoot them and draw them immediately to get the most precise 

depiction of them. He believed the birds should be drawn life sized, so there exists many giant 

portraits of birds today. One more man who has taken his findings of Earth and made it into art, 

just in a different way, is Richard Long. Long connects with nature by using only his body and 



the land. One way is by dragging his feet along the dirt to create patterns on Earth’s surface. All 

of these amazing artists have used their fascination with our world and turned it into something 

inspiring.  

 


