HOW TO MARK YOUR WOODLOT BOUNDARIES

It is highly recommended before you have any silvicuitural practices performed in
your woodlot that you mark your boundaries. In fact, it is required before your
property is entered under the OHIO FOREST TAX LAW. This is for your protection,
to avoid trespassing and timber theft problems.

If you are unsure of exactly where the boundaries are, it may pay to have the iand
surveyed. It could save you expensive litigation in the future.

1. Begin by accessing tax maps, and / or deed at the county courthouse where the
property lies. In some cases, aerial photographs with topographic lines can be
obtained with property boundaries overlaid, and ownership names, parcels and
acreages included. Your deed will tell you what you are looking for at comers as
well as how far, and in which direction to go to each comer marker, etc.

2. Ribbon your boundaries first, by evidence you find, and then get with your
neighboring property ownen(s) to verify property line locations. Once in
agreement, by evidence, proceed to step three. If agreement is not reached, or
evidence is absent, you will likely need to pursue a licensed surveyor to re-
establish the existing line(s) in question.

3. Purchase a quality oil based paint. Traffic paint or boundary paint is
recommended. Aerosol paints should not be used, as they fade rapidly.

4. Using a 4-inch brush, paint a blaze about the size of your hand on both sides of
the tree at about eye level. Place the marks on the tree in the direction of the
line. If there is no tree on the line, locate a tree that is within 6 feet of the property
line without going over it. Paint a blaze facing the line on trees that do not stand
directly on the boundary line. On rough bark trees, you may want to scrape the
bark first. Try not to go so deep with the blaze as to damage the soft inner bark,
if this occurs, the blaze should still be painted and the tree will be fine.

5. Move down the line about 66 feet (also known as 1 chain) and paint another tree
or post. They need to be this close so they can be seen in the summer when
everything is in full leaf. If you have a large opening with no trees near it, seta
post and paint it as above.

6. Atthe comers, paint three blazes one above the other; again in the directions the
boundary line intersects the tree, or post, efc. In the case of a true corner tree
you would have a minimum total of six paint spots on it in two rows of three. It is
also advisable to mark at least one witness tree facing the comer pin or tree.
This should be done to draw attention to the corer location.

7. You will probably have to refresh these marks every three to five years. The
boundaries should be viewed prior to five years to make sure the boundary is still
visible. In areas that receive greater amounts of sunlight the paint may only last
three or four years. For Ohio Forest Tax Law you must have the boundaries
remarked prior to the scheduled five-year re-inspection by the Service
Forester.
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Resists setting, even after long storage. Requires Pesigned to make bright, long-lasting marks Provides a bright economical short-term mark
minimal stirring or straining and helps eliminate on boundaries, witness trees, research plots, which has high hiding power and stands out
p[ugged guns and wasted paint. High visibility, nest trees. Quart cans of paint are thinner brightly in dense forest thanks to its non-
does not absorb into bark. Visibility of smaller viscosity with a typical life of three to five years. absorbing formulation. Made specifically for
marks, even at a distance, is greater than Gallon cans of paint are thicker, for brush the forest industry, these paints can be applied
large marks with ordinary tree marking paints. application. Typical life 15 five years and up in all weather, from -20°F to +110°F, Longevity:
{;ong lasting, no re-marking problems. Quality- Gallon cans have friction tops and are designed up to 2-3 years.
controlled and carefully checked to assure for use with a paint brush. Solvent-based paint. o=
consistent high quality. Solvent-based paint. Operating temperature: -40°F to +120°F.
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