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Observe Young Oaks 
and other seedlings

Dave Apsley
Natural Resources Specialist

Ohio State University Extension

apsley.1@osu.edu

Southeast Ohio’s Woodland Canopies
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OAK SEEDLINGS 
• Do not tolerate heavy shaded 

conditions

• Develop relatively large root systems 
when they have adequate resources 

• Have buds below the soil surface, 
which allows them to sprout after 
disturbance

• Break bud after the typical spring 
fire season
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To encourage              
young oaks!

• Plan to manage new oak seedlings 
before and after good acorn crops

• Use treatments that improve the 
competitiveness of these seedlings
• Mid-story removal  
• Partial overstory removal 

(Shelterwood)

• Remove the overstory canopy once 
seedlings are competitive

5

6



5/27/2020

4

Maples are opposite with true terminal bud:

Buds Opposite - Think M A D Buck !

Maple

Ash

Dogwood

Buckeye
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Oaks have a cluster of terminal buds:
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red oak group-bristle tips                   white oak group: rounded tips

AD1
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serviceberry
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Hickory ash

American beech
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showy orchid

American ginseng
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David Apsley
apsley.1@osu.edu

u.osu.edu/seohiowoods
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