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Backyard to Backwoods Invasives

Eric R. Hayes Jr.
Wildlife Specialist/ Forestry Technician

Athens Soil and Water Conservation District
David Runkle

Vinton Soil and Water Conservation District

What is an invasive?

An invasive is defined as something that tends 
to spread prolifically, undesirably, or harmfully.
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Where did they come from?

• Eurasia(Europe, Asia, China, Japan, and Korea)

How they Spread

• Birds

• Mammals

• Wind

• Rhizomous

• People 
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Why are they an issue?

• Invasive Plants are the number 
one threat to rare plant species 
in the U.S.

• They often(always) out-compete 
native flora and affect normal 
feeding patterns of native 
animals.

• They often form monocultures
therefor reducing native plant 
diversity.

Types of invaders

• Wetland Invaders

• Field/Edge Invaders

• Woodland Invaders

• Landscape Invaders AKA(Pioneers)
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Tree of Heaven

• Resembles Sumac, B. Walnut, W. Walnut, Hickory

Bush/Vine Honeysuckle
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Privet

Autumn Olive
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Multiflora Rose

Garlic Mustard
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Japanese Stiltgrass

Kudzu
• Can grow up to 1’ a 

day and 60’+ a year
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Japanese Barberry 

Callery Pear/ 
Bradford Pear
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Oriental Bittersweet

Japanese Knotweed
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Burning Bush

Vinca
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Fun Fact
kJ/g = kilojoule per gram

• The highest fat content and energy densities 
were found in fruits of native shrubs, ranging 
from 6.57 to 48.72% fat and 18.83 to 28.68 
kJ/g of energy. All invasive fruits had ≤0.99% 
fat and ≤17.17 kJ/g of energy.

Source: The Value of Native and Invasive Fruit-
Bearing Shrubs for Migrating Songbirds.

– https://pubag.nal.usda.gov/catalog/1292093

Control Methods

• Prevention
• Mechanical Control

– Mowing
– Weed Eating 

• Manual
– Frilling or Girdling
– Hand Pull/Digging

• Chemical
– Foliar Spray
– Basal Bark
– Cut Stump
– Hack & Squirt

• Biological
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Control Method

• Prevention
– Do background research
– Don’t plant invasives  in your landscape
– Inspect your property regularly 
– Find a problem deal with it now before it explodes
– Clean your boots/pants/ car/boat free of possible 

seed transmission

Control Method

• Mechanical
– Mowing
– Weedeating
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Control Method

• Manual
– Hand Pulling/Digging
– Frilling/Girdling

Control Method

• Biological
– Goatscaping
– Introduce predator specie(introduce another non-

native predator)
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Control Method
• Chemical

– Foliar
– Basal Bark
– Cut/Stump
– Hack & Squirt

Foliar
– Drift
– Collateral Damage
– Water based
– Other Issues?
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Basal Bark

– No Saw/Hatchets needed
– Oil based herbicide

Cut Stump
– Dye
– Timely
– Weed Wand
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Hack & Squirt

– More efficiently used on larger stems
– Non-target plants are minimized
– Leave the plant standing(Widow maker) 

Why is it worth knowing your  
invasives?

• Proper Control Techniques
• Native Flora/Fauna Integrity
• Plant Diversity
• Economics
• Aesthetics
• Wildlife Foods/Habitat
• Self-Satisfaction
• Recreational Use
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Best First Contacts

• Local State Service Forester (Division of 
Forestry)

• Local Urban Forester (Division of Forestry)
• Local Wildlife Specialist/Forestry Technician

(Soil and Water Conservation District) 
• Local Private Land Biologist (Division of 

Wildlife)

Alternative Plants
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Helpful Sources
• http://forestry.ohiodnr.gov/
• http://ohiodnr.gov/invasiveplants
• https://www.oipc.info/invasive-plants-of-

ohio.html
• https://www.athensswcd.org/uploads/3/0/1/

0/30105193/2020_invasive_calendar.pdf
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Any Questions??

Eric R. Hayes Jr. David Runkle
Wildlife Specialist/Forestry Technician Jack of all trades- Ace of none
Athens SWCD Vinton SWCD
erichayes@athensswcd.org David.Runkle@oh.nacdnet.net
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