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With each issue of the AgriNaturalist comes 
a staff of new editors, writers and, this year, 
a new advisor. Also this year is a new look 
for the publication, with a redesigned logo, 
departments and additional pages. With all 
of the changes that have happened, we feel it 
is only fit for our readers to know the history 
behind our publication (page 40).

In our new departments we focus on the 
Top Twenty Seniors in the College of Food, 
Agricultural, and Environmental Sciences (page 
8), technological advances in agriculture (page 
13) and the AgriNaturaLIST of the nine things 
we feel every CFAES student should do before 
graduating (page 54).

 A new governor brought a new director to 
the Ohio Department of Agriculture (page 16) 
and Ohio agricultural radio has seen changes 

with new stations and growth (page 23). The Ohio State University has had 
changes in admission standards (page 24) and spring has caused a change in 
campus landscaping (page 28).

Although the staff did not choose a common theme, almost every story 
discusses change. Columbus is constructing new green buildings (page 34), 
people are turning old barns into new homes (page 30), and century old farms 
are getting new neighbors (page 32).

We have worked extremely hard in writing, editing and taking pictures for 
this year’s AgriNaturalist. From the staff of the AgriNaturalist, we hope this 
publication will make you look forward to reading future editions to see the 
changes our college, community and industry are making.
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Briefs

Collegiate 4-H
Trips, event planning and fun are just part of what 

Collegiate 4-H has been involved in the past year. For 
the second year in a row, the club was selected as the 
Regional Club of the Year at the regional conference in 
South Dakota.

The club hosted Carving New Ideas, a leadership camp 
for high school students, and was involved in intramural 
sports, educational trips and planning Plowboy Prom.

At the 2007 National Collegiate 4-H Conference in 
Baton Rouge, La., members took part in workshops, 
business meetings, community service projects in New 
Orleans and were awarded the National Club of the Year 
Award.

Buckeye Dairy Club
The Buckeye Dairy Club had a record setting year 

at their annual Buckeye Classic. The consignment sale, 
started in 1981, is one of the club’s major projects. 
“We are the only club in the United States where we do 
not hire a sales company to run the sale,” said Michele 
Lahmers, a senior in agribusiness. “This includes 
selections, cattle preparation, advertising, cataloging the 
consignments and general sale preparation.”

“In 2006 the Holstein sale was the second highest 
in the nation,” said Lahmers. “This year the Holstein 
sale averaged $3,617, which will put us in the running 
again this year for being the top club sale in the United 
States.” The club also broke the record for the top lot 
sold at $12,500, crushing the previous record set in 2006.

The club  took a white water rafting trip to West 
Virginia and will study abroad in the Netherlands this 
coming summer. 

Alpha Gamma Rho
The men of Alpha Gamma Rho (AGR) have been 

busy over the past year. “We have been working hard to 
improve AGR’s relationship with its alumni members,” 
said Ryan Curtis, a senior in agricultural education. 
“This year alone, the undergraduates and alumni have 
worked together to start an alumni golf outing, a 
scholarship and bring back song nights.”

AGR participates in community service projects 
and philanthropies, including working with a local 
day care. “The brothers read stories to children at the 
neighborhood day care each week during the spring and 
host a cook out,” Curtis said.

AGR, founded in 1904 at Ohio State, now has more 
than 1,480 Ohio State alumni and more than 50,000 
alumni nationwide. 

Crops and Soils Club
The Crops and Soils Club had an eventful year. The 

club’s Farm Science Review food booth increased sales 
by 15 percent, allowing them to participate in more 
activities during the year.

The club sent two teams of four members each to the 
regional and national soil and weed competitions. The 
weeds teams ranked first and second overall at the north 
central competition held in York, Nebraska.

Other activities for the club included helping with 
the Chadwick Arboretum and Learning Gardens and 
the Plant Science Banquet. A highlight for the club was 
being selected as one of the top three finalists for the Ed 
Johnson Outstanding Student Organization Award.

Agricultural Education Society
This year the Agricultural Education Society is 

involved in everything from district officer trainings to 
dairy barn tours.

The society raised money for their Relay for Life 
team at the second annual Bowl Over Cancer event. 
“It’s a chance to get people excited and raise money for 
a great cause,” said Jody Poth, a junior in agricultural 
education.

The club also planned Scarlet and Gray Ag Day, with 
more than 550 youth from the Columbus area coming 
to campus to get a glimpse of agriculture and natural 
resources. The club won the 2007 Ohio State leadership 
award for Outstanding Student Organization Program 
for their hard work in planning the event.

They hosted ATI Day in May for students from the 
Agricultural Technical Institute to visit the Columbus 
campus, attend classes and talk with professors.

Alpha Sigma Upsilon
New has been the theme of the year for Alpha Sigma 

Upsilon (ASU). The women of ASU started the year 
with a new address, moving to 250 E. Oakland Avenue, 
after residing on East 13th Avenue since 2001.

Another new step for ASU is joining the Panhellenic 
Association. This is a chance for the university to 
recognize ASU as a sorority and have a broader reach 
for recruitment. “We are very excited to become the 
only agricultural sorority represented in the Panhellenic 
Association,” said Leah Finney, a senior in agricultural 
communication. “Our membership represents an 
opportunity to reach the many ladies who are not often 
on the CFAES campus but grew up in 4-H, FFA or a 
rural background.”

Organization Spotlights
By Christy Clary
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Aaron Tournoux, Canton, Landscape Horticulture
What was your favorite CFAES class? 
 “Plant Pathology 401 with Mike Boehm.”

Alison Gentry, Millbery, Agricultural Education
What is the most valuable thing you learned at Ohio State?
“Work hard, but don’t forget to have fun while you’re doing it.”

Andrea Maurer, Enon, Animal Sciences
What is the best thing about CFAES?
“The best thing about CFAES is that it is such a close-knit 
community. With the small classes you get to know your 
professors and classmates really well.”

Anna Leis, Germantown, Landscape Horticulture and Agricultural Education, 
If you were a farm animal what would you be? 
“I might be a donkey- I’m kind of stubborn sometimes.”

Ashley Lepper, Genoa, Animal Sciences
What is the best thing about CFAES?
“I like the friendly and personal atmosphere of the college.”

Carmen Russell, Botkins, Agricultural Education
If you were a farm animal what would you be?
“I would be a show steer because I know how much time and 
money is spent on them.”

Cassandra Yantis, Winchester, Agricultural Education
What is the most valuable thing you learned at Ohio State? 
“There’s no such thing as ‘a sure thing’.”

Craig Rismiller, Rossburg, Agribusiness and Applied Economics
What is your favorite quote?
“The world is run by those who show up.”  

Deanna Lennartz, Fort Recovery, Agricultural Education
What is the best thing about CFAES? 
“The Dairy Store in the Parker Food Science Building.  Where 
else on campus can you get a meal for $3?”

Emily Wickham, Piketon, Agricultural Communication
What was your favorite CFAES class? 
“My favorite classes were Ag. Communication 390 and 500.” 

TOP 20 
SENIORS Ashley Lepper

Carmen Russell

Cassandra Yantis

Craig Rismiller

Katy Wuthrick, Alliance, Agricultural Communication 
What is your favorite OSU tradition?
“The singing of Carmen Ohio. It is a great song that can bring 
a stadium together.”

Lara Gilligan, Cincinnati, Animal Sciences
What are your plans after graduation?
“I am attending OSU’s College of Veterinary Medicine.” 

Whitney Beck, Wauseon, Agricultural Education, Animal Sciences
If you were a farm animal what would you be? 
“I would be a baby pig because they are cute and intelligent, 
and everyone loves them.”

Sarah Herringshaw, Bowling Green, Food Science and Nutrition
What are your plans after graduation?
“I plan on attending graduate school at OSU in food science.”

Mike Derringer, Lewisburg, Agricultural Education
What is your advice for future students?
“Your dorm room really isn’t that cool, go meet new people.”

Leah Finney, Rayland, Agricultural Communication
What are your plans after graduation?
“I will be attending law school at the University of Tennessee.” 

Stacy Mullins, South Vienna, Agricultural Communication
What do you like most about CFAES?
“What I like most about CFAES is that there is always 
someone to talk to at the bus stop!”

Sarah Wells, Cumberland, Animal Sciences
 If you were a farm animal what would you be?
“I’d be a horse, not a lot of work, just a lot of eating.”

Lindsay Linkhart, Xenia, Wildlife Management
What is your favorite quote?
“Life is 10 percent of what happens to you and 90 percent of how 
you react to it.”

Laura Stacklin, Willard, Agricultural Education
What is your favorite quote?
“Do the little things in life well and with great love.”

Stacy Mullins

Sarah Wells

Laura Stacklin

Lindsay Linkhart

Aaron Tournoux

Andrea Maurer

Anna Leis

Alison Gentry

Deanna Lennartz

Katy Wuthrick

Lara Gilligan

Emily Wickham

Whitney Beck

Sarah 
Herringshaw

Mike Derringer

Leah Finney
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On Campus

Marrying creativity and functionality, the 
Construction Systems Management program (CSM) at 
The Ohio State University has been growing by lineal 
feet and barges, with more than 100 new enrollees in a 
single academic calendar year.

CSM caters to the technical and hands-on aspect of 
construction, rather than the design and creativity of 
architecture. “Some students are under the impression 
that architecture and engineering study the content 
that is actually offered through CSM,” said Kelly 
Koren, admissions coordinator for the College of Food, 
Agricultural, and Environmental Sciences.

Out of the 340 students currently enrolled, CSM 
boasts a growing number of students wanting to 
be involved in the major and its extra-curricular 
programming.

Tuning-up with Involvement
Involvement in this major includes membership in the 

Agricultural & Construction Systems Management Club. 
Meeting every two weeks, this group is very specific to 
Ohio State, and has been for over 30 years. 

Annually, ACSM Club teams up with the College 
of Engineering to hold a lawn mower clinic. For a 
$45 fee, they ‘tune-up’ lawn mowers for people in the 
community. The club is able to fund many activities, 
outings and their annual banquet.

Making Graduates Feel Welcome
At the ACSM Club meeting, guys in jeans, Caterpillar 

boots, and John Deere hats fill the room. Entering about 
10 minutes late, the testosterone was cut when Lisa 
Johnson, a graduate student and CSM teaching assistant  
entered the room.

With just two years remaining before retirement, 
Dennis Albery, ACSM Club advisor and lab supervisor, 

hopes the program can reach a new plateau, whether it 
is a degree or graduate school program.

In order to have a graduate program, the school must 
have tenure-track faculty to run it. In a search for these 
faculty, several have come to ‘interview’ for the position. 
Through the process of gaining a graduate program, the 
major hopes to gain accreditation for their own degree 
instead of a bachelors of science in agriculture.

Student Stories
“Since that day, I never looked back,” said Adisa 

Aarons, third year student in the program, describing 
when he transferred from the Knowlton School of 
Architecture (KSA).

“I just could not get past that first class,” said Aarons, 
“It took me only two quarters to realize that more 
hands on was for me.”

Alexis Bohland, a third year in the program, shared a 
similar story, but plans on moving on to graduate school 
in KSA. Aarons is hoping to be able to enter the future 
graduate program made by the CSM major.

Lenny Jatsek, a senior in construction systems 
management and ACSM Club president, introduced 
his sister Roni to the program last year, and she is now 
one of the nine females in the major. “One of the great 
things about the CSM major is that we are not recruiting 
students; the quality and content of the program speaks 
for itself,” Koren said.

The growth of the CSM major is evident in its 
numbers and the impact it is making on the agricultural 
campus. In an effort to create a strong foundation to 
build its own program, CSM will survive 30 more years 
to come.

CONSTRUCTION
SYSTEMS

MANAGEMENT
AHEAD

Ben Peters, a senior in CSM, sharpens the lawn mower blades at the ACSM 
Lawn mower Clinic.

By Yolanda M
ose
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Technology

With fuel prices soaring, ethanol and alternative 
fuels have been a rising concern of many Americans. 
Ethanol seems like the perfect solution to decrease the 
United States’ dependency on foreign oil. However, 
corn can produce products with a 
higher value than ethanol, such as 
bioproducts.

As a result of a growing interest 
in renewable resources, Ohio 
Bioproducts Innovation Center 
(OBIC), established in 2005 
at The Ohio State University, 
has discovered new uses and 
technology to foster bioproduct 
commercialization. OBIC is funded 
with $30 million through grants and industry support, 
said Denny Hall, assistant director of OBIC.

Bioproducts Open the Doors for Ohio
According to materials from Hall, Ohio’s strong 

agriculture and plastics industry is in a position to 
be a leader in the $375 billion bioproducts industry 
expecting a 3.6 percent growth rate. The state has 
a chance to create more jobs, witness economic 
growth and benefit Ohio farmers. 

Ohio is ranked number one in the United States 
in polymers, paint coatings, adhesive, rubber and 
soap/cleaning compound manufacturing. While Ohio 
agriculture produces $79.6 billion a year, Ohio’s 

chemical, plastic and rubber 
materials industries output $49 
billion, Hall said.

“Ohio has strengths of having 
the entire supply chain to supply 
material demand. If we can do 
that, then we will have tremendous 
economic development,” Hall said.

Ohio is not the only state 
developing bioproducts. Because 
of Ohio’s strengths, it has an 

opportunity to be a leader. “Ohio corn growers have 
indicated that other states are looking to them for 
leadership,” Hall said.

Corn’s new IdentIty

“Ohio has strengths of having 
the entire supply chain to 

supply material demand. If 
we can do that, then we will 
have tremendous economic 

development.”
- Denny Hall

By Abra Dunn
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More Than a Food Source
Currently polylactic acid (PLA), made 

from fermentation of corn starch, is 
available on the market as a substitute for 
petroleum-based plastic. PLA can cut the 
use of petroleum, benefit the environment 
and expand the corn market.

Instead of producing plastic using 
petroleum, PLA creates the opportunity to 
make the same products out of corn. Corn 
plastics are worth more than ethanol, Hall 
said. For every 100 pounds of PLA used, 
there is an equivalent energy savings of 14 
gallons of gasoline. 

Products made from corn revert in 
much less time than petrochemical derived 
products. Bioproducts will decrease the 
rate landfills are being filled. “The public 
is hungry for these types of things,” said 
Tadd Nicholson, director of programs at 
Ohio Corn Growers Association (OCG).

PLA will help farmers by expanding 
another market for corn. It will increase 
the demand for corn, thus increase the 
value. Farmers will most likely still produce 
corn in the same way they have for many 
years. The only thing that may change is 
the genetics of corn, Nicholson said.

“There is no real downside to 
bioproducts,” Nicholson said.

A New Beginning
PLA has been the most prevalent product made from 

corn. Consumers can find plastic made from corn in 
retail stores.

NatureWorks, owned by Cargill, has patented the 
process of making products from corn. Nicholson said 
they are currently not accepting any more customers, 
and because of Ohio’s agriculture and plastics industry, 
Ohio could attract a PLA plant.

Among bioproducts, food 
packaging has been a main focus 
and has started the trend toward 
renewable resources. About a year 
ago, Upper Arlington Wild Oats 
Natural Marketplace started using 
containers in their deli department 
made from corn. According to Shane Van Bibber, store 
manager, these containers are used for foods bought in 
the deli, such as salads.

Wild Oats Natural Marketplace has signs in their deli 
informing customers of the corn plastic containers, said 
Van Bibber. “Our customers definitely appreciate it.” 

The corn plastic containers are much more 
environmentally friendly than regular plastic. The only 
negative is corn plastic containers are 30 percent more 
expensive.

“The corn plastic containers work just as well if not 
better than regular plastic,” Van Bibber said.

Ohio has a lot of factors contributing to its potential 
success: huge player during the 
industrial age, establishment of 
big companies, available work 
force, huge industrial economy, 
great water sources and 2,800 
polymer companies, Hall said.

Bioproducts will eventually 
gain more precedence as ethanol 

becomes more available. Ohio has an opportunity to be 
a leader in this developing market. “Ohio has more to 
lose if we fail in this work than anything else I’ve been 
involved in,” said Hall. “We have to be successful.”

Tadd Nicholson, director of programs at OCG stands by a corn statue painted with a 4-H 
theme. The statue is located in the Agricultural Administration lobby.

“Ohio has more to lose if we fail  
in this work than anything else  

I’ve been involved in.”
- Denny Hall
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Profile

A look at where the new Director of Agriculture 
wants to take Ohio’s largest industry.

Photo and story by Sara Camacho

Ohio’s largest industry is blooming, contirbuting over 
$79 billion to Ohio’s economy, however, a newly elected 
administration means changes and growth for Ohio’s 
Department of Agriculture.

The Legacy
Director Fred Dailey was the long standing Director 

of Agriculture in Ohio, but when a new administration 
came into town, it was time for a new legacy to be born. 
“Dailey served as director for 16 years,” said Melanie 

200 crops grown in Ohio are booming, and the Ohio 
Proud program will be a great stepping stone in ensuring 
Ohioans can recognize their products.

Lastly, research was “crucial to Ohio’s future” in the 
sense of disease fighting, new farming techniques and 
new products to help Ohio’s agricultural industry grow. 
According to Boggs, “We need to invest more resources 
and energy into education and research, and that is why 
we are trying to implement a very aggressive program.” 
Boggs hopes to focus research on biofuels, hydrogen cells 
and biopolymers.

“Biopolymers could be very important to our state, 
because we are already a leader in polymers,” said 
Boggs. “We need to secure our energy future by working 
on these products like biopolymers and biofuels so that 
we might become less dependent on foreign fuels.”

Ohio’s Proud Future
In order to move into the future, research at Ohio 

State and Extension sites is a very important tool to 
keep Ohio’s economy running. “I want to continue our 
partnership with Ohio State, because we need to work 
on education through getting farmers out to the public, 
and we just need more farmers.”

According to Boggs, the labs at Ohio State will help 
Ohioans by increasing knowledge 
in pesticides and new products to 
help farming. Also, there are new 
crops that could be produced in 
Ohio that would help Ohioans with 
the growing agriculture sector. “We 
need to know how to do the things 
that are necessary to get off the 

ground,” Boggs said.  “There are not currently enough 
resources available, and we need the farmers to help us 
with that. There is a tremendous need for grapes, and by 
recruiting new farmers, we could possibly be recruiting 
new talent and education to continue our growth.”

Ohio Proud was also very important to the director. 
“I want to work on the branding of Ohio Proud,” said 
Boggs. “I want to make sure that Ohioans know where 
their food is coming from, and that Ohio’s products are 
getting the recognition they deserve.”

According to a survey of Ohioans done by the 
Social Responsibility Initiative in the College of Food, 
Agricultural, and Environmental Sciences, about 75 
percent of Ohioans are more likely to spend money on 
products grown locally in Ohio; therefore making the 
marketing of Ohio Proud very crucial to Ohio’s future.

“Education and growth are so important to Ohio,” 
said Boggs. “We are the largest industry in Ohio, and I 
know we can achieve a lot.”

Wilt, former communications director of the Ohio 
Department of Agriculture. “The director served for 
the entire Voinovich and Taft administrations. He was 
the longest serving Director of Agriculture in the state’s 
history.”

According to Wilt, Dailey’s campaign was a 
long list of dedication to Ohio’s farmers.  Dailey’s 
accomplishments included ensuring fair and strict 
regulations for large livestock farms and the Livestock 
Permitting Program where he “successfully implemented 

what he set out to do and accomplished what he wanted 
to accomplish.”  Wilt also said Dailey worked on the 
Emerald Ash Borer crisis plaguing most of Ohio. 
“Dailey was trying to develop policies that would help 
to reduce the impact of the invasive species on the ash 
trees,” said LeeAnne Mizer, public information officer for 
the Ohio Department of Agriculture. 

“Farmland preservation was a major passion of 
Director Dailey’s,” said Wilt. “He has worked with the 
Clean Ohio Fund where they have preserved over 20,000 
acres of farmland that will never be developed or used 
for any other purpose.”

On January 24, 2007, Governor Ted Strickland 
administered the “Oath of Office” to Robert J. Boggs 
as the new Director of the Ohio Department of 
Agriculture. As director, Boggs will be sharing his vision 
for the department in the near future as he implements 
Gov. Strickland’s Turnaround Ohio Plan.

“I am excited to work on this new endeavor, to help 
Ohio and its agricultural industry,” said Boggs. “I want 
to get a lot done and hopefully will be able to.”

Here’s the Game Plan
“I have four areas that we need to work on here in 

Ohio,” said Boggs. “We need to work on prevention, 
production, promotion and 
research.”

Prevention, according to 
Boggs, would consist of working 
with the public to help other 
commodity groups and areas of 
agriculture that are being infected 
with disease. Focused efforts are 
needed in areas like Johnes disease, the Emerald Ash 
Borer Project and the Plant, Grain and Seed Lab. “The 
Plant, Grain and Seed Lab is a $10 million project,” 
said Boggs. “It will be completely ‘green’ and it is very 
important to our mission here at the Ohio Department 
of Agriculture.”

Production, Boggs outlined, would be working with 
international, state and local markets to increase 
the amount of Ohio products reaching the public. 
The international aspect “will focus on a dozen or so 
markets” where Ohio products would be matched with 
those of that area for import and export, he said. State 
efforts will be focused around the Ohio Proud program 
where branding needs to be expanded. Lastly, farmer’s 
markets and agri-tourism will be the main battlegrounds 
for the local movements because “people want to know 
where their produce is coming from.”

Promotion was the third “P”.  “Niche crops are 
growing the fastest, along with viticulture, organic and 
dietary crops,” Boggs said. Niche crops and the other 

New Face, 
  New Direction

“I am excited to work on this 
new endeavor, to help Ohio and 

its agricultural industry.”
- Robert J. Boggs
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Profile

Far from his rural farming community of Kenton, 
Ohio, Stewart Kitchen was seated in the one place 
every Buckeye fan longed to be. He, along with his 
grandfather, father and uncles were in Sun Devil 
Stadium in Tempe, Arizona, watching the 2002 football 
team win a national championship.

Kitchen was a life-long Buckeyes fan. “It was a joke 
in my family that I knew the words to ‘We don’t give 
a damn for the whole state of Michigan’ before I knew 
the ABC’s,” Kitchen said. So, like many others, he left 
that game inspired. But his inspiration did not come 
from a 6-foot, 220 - pound-plus Ohio State football star. 
He was inspired by a student cloaked in a scarlet jacket 
with a white bucket hat, capped by a scarlet feather that 
scraped the ground when he bent over backward at the 
center of the field.

“I saw the drum major and got to watch him up 
close,” said Kitchen. “I thought it was really cool and 
that’s something I would like to do.” And eventually he 
did. In a few years he would go from a farm kid to the 
baton twirling, acrobatic Ohio State drum major leading 
The Ohio State University Marching Band.

From Pasture Field to Football Field
Kitchen said his childhood was like most other Kenton 

farm children. His family raised Jersey cattle and 
bred American Quarter horses. Jay Pfeiffer, Kitchen’s 
grandfather, said he and his grandson spent many hours 
together managing the farm and traveling to livestock 
sales. 

“I tried to be active in a lot of agricultural activities 
like FFA and 4-H,” said Kitchen. “I also did our junior 
fair board.”

However, agriculture was not his only high school 
past time. As a member of the marching band, Kitchen 
said he developed an understanding of marching band 
traditions. He said he switched from trumpet to tuba 
with dreams of some day dotting the “I” in Script Ohio. 
But dreams change, and for Kitchen they got bigger. He 
decided to shift his focus from marching in to leading the 
band.

Alone in his grandparent’s barn, Kitchen, then a high 
school sophomore, twirled and tossed the old baton 
he cleverly lifted from his grandmother’s room. An 
athlete in soccer, wrestling and baseball, this was his 
first attempt at baton; so, he initially kept his twirling 
pursuits secret for fear of teenage ridicule.

“When I came back (from Tempe), I did not really tell 

anybody about it,” Kitchen said. “I was so involved in 
athletics I did not really want anybody finding out that 
I was twirling.”

Nearly every night he practiced in hiding, gradually 
gaining the skills and determination he said he needed 
before he eventually shared the idea with his family. 
“(When he told me) I was surprised, I did not expect 
him to do it,” said Pfeiffer, “but I knew he had the 
ability to do what he wanted.”

Mental ability yes, but Kitchen said he knew he 
needed a way to develop his physical skills if he wanted 
to compete with more experienced twirlers. “I contacted 
the Ohio State drum major and found out that they 
offer free drum majoring lessons to high school students 
twice a week,” said Kitchen. “I went and talked to 
my parents about it and told them it was something I 
wanted to get involved in.”

Soon he and his parents were making the one hour 
trips to Columbus for lessons, and his senior year, when 
he quit sports to become his high school drum major, 
Kitchen was on his way.

Writing His Own Script
When he came to Ohio State in 2005, Kitchen did 

many of the normal things a freshmen does. He joined 
Buckeye Dairy Club; got to know the members of Alpha 
Tau Zeta (ATZ), the fraternity he later joined, and 
started classes as an animal science major.

But there was one group Kitchen joined that summer 
that set him apart from students in the College of Food, 
Agricultural, and Environmental Sciences, and all 
students in the university.  He was on D-Row.

“Incoming freshmen who are interested in eventually 
becoming the drum major must try out for what we call 
D-Row,” said Jon Woods, Ohio State Marching Band 
director. “Once they are selected for D-Row through this 
competition, (they) will then basically be understudies 
for our drum major.”

Stewart Kitchen takes a 
break from practicing to 
focus on his animal 
sciences major.

“Major” Accomplishments
Photos and story by Curtis Niedermier

During autumn quarter on D-Row, Kitchen said he 
performed odd jobs for the band and learned Ohio State 
drum major traditions. After football season, he assisted 
with the same high school clinics where he learned to 
twirl, and began preparing for spring tryouts.

“Our drum majoring style is very physical, so 
(candidates) spend a lot of time in the gym,” said 
Woods. “They spend a lot of time 
running, doing physical activities, 
lifting weights and getting strong for the 
challenge of trying out for drum major.”

Along with his musical background 
and creativity, Woods said Kitchen’s 
physical strength, gymnastics style and 
ability to heave a baton the height of 
the highest stadium deck gave him an advantage when 
trying out against two already established drum majors.

 “I like to do a lot of high jumps and back flips, 
things that really have not been done by drum majors 
before,” said Kitchen. “So, I think when I brought that 
particular element into the equation it definitely gave 
me the advantage over the other two.”

 Turns out, a panel of judges thought so too. Amidst 
a crowd of Buckeye Dairy Club and ATZ members, 
people from his hometown and marching band members, 
Kitchen won the spot as drum major in dramatic style 
as the first sophomore since the 1970s to do so. His 
reaction… shocked is putting it lightly.

“To be honest, I almost threw up right there on the 
field,” Kitchen said.

But there was not much time to think about being 
sick when in a few months, Kitchen would be leading 
225 members of one of the top marching bands in the 
United States.

Across the Field
Ohio Stadium thundered at full capacity, boiling with 

energy and reverberating through the tunnel where 
Kitchen stood preparing for his first ever stadium 
entrance. Suppressing nerves and running on adrenaline, 
he broke down the long ramp, through the black rows of 
musicians and into “The Shoe.”

 “It was so loud, it was like running through a pool of 
water until you come out of the tunnel and the stadium 

just opens up,” said Kitchen. “You feel like you just get 
hit with this wall of sound and that is when you do the 
back bend.” 

At the Michigan game in 2006, Kitchen dashed 
to center field in typical pre-game style, bent over 
backward and whisked his feather on the grass. But then 
he did what Kitchen does, and what Woods said makes 

him one of the best – he showed off 
his athleticism.  Lurched over, he 
bypassed his red feather and leaned 
all the way down to touch the tip 
of his hat to the ground, igniting an 
eruption from the crowd.

Yes, being the Ohio State drum 
major has its advantages, like 

leading the best band in the country onto the field or 
guiding Jack Nicklaus to dot the “I”. But being drum 
major has many responsibilities. Woods said the drum 
major makes frequent appearances at high schools on 
Friday nights to recruit. He also attends events with the 
pep band and other requests for performances.

From these requests, Kitchen said he found another 
activity he hopes to pursue. “I’ve been traveling around  
a lot, speaking to youth groups on leadership and goal 
setting,” said Kitchen. “That is something I have built a 
passion for, maybe something I can make a career of.”

He said he understands his situation is unique, and 
he wants to be a role model for rural children. “I never 
really thought about it until I got here,” he said. 
“I became drum major, I got really involved in the 
agricultural college here and in different leadership 
groups on main campus, and it made me realize my 
situation is kind of unique. 

“I think people see that this is a farm kid that ended 
up coming here and being drum major and maybe I can 
inspire other agricultural people to come here and do 
something like that.” 

He has no shortage of leadership experience, having 
led the band in seven home games, an away game and 
a bowl game. But for Kitchen, this year was only the 
beginning of his script as a leader – a story he never 
knew he would be writing.

Because as Kitchen put it, “I’m just a farm kid from 
small Kenton, Ohio.”

“To be honest, I almost 
threw up right there  

on the field.”
- Stewart Kitchen

Kitchen high steps across the field at the Ohio State 
spring football game. The AgriNaturalist staff 
congratulates him on returning as the 2007 drum major.
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“The mind is like a parachute, functions only when 
opened.” This is one description that farm radio broadcaster 
Dale Minyo makes in regards to agricultural radio. The 
meaning behind this phrase is simple; we must have an open 
mind of various ways to get information, whether through 
radio, the Internet or television. One of Minyo’s goals is to 
help create a better way to get information to Ohio farmers to 
“help open the parachute.” Ohio radio has had a long history 
of helping Ohio farmers do just that.

Radio started….
A lot of history is behind not only 

agricultural radio, but radio in general. 
Radio dates back to Heinrich Hertz 
in 1887, with the first understanding 
that radio waves could be transmitted 
through various types of materials. 
Hertz’s understanding started what 
would become the radio we know 
today. The first national commercial 
radio station began broadcasting in 
1920, when KDKA out of Pittsburgh 
started an hour nightly program. 

Agricultural radio also had an early 
beginning in the 1920s, and reached 
roughly one million farmers. Many 
stations early on carried market and 
weather reports, which helped farmers 
with their farming tactics. This is a 
trend that continues today. In Ohio, 
agricultural radio made history with Ed 
Johnson starting the Agri Broadcasting 
Network (ABN) in 1972, the longest running farm radio 
network in Ohio.

Why Agricultural Radio?
According to Bart Johnson, son of the late Ed Johnson, 

agricultural radio brings the producer and the advertiser 
together while bringing accurate news to the farmer. With the 
agricultural industry being the top in the state; agriculture 
is a part of society that will be around forever. Agricultural 
radio is an important link helping connect consumers 
with producers in Ohio, giving those who listen a better 
understanding of not only agriculture, but also accurate 
information on where their food comes from.

Agricultural Radio Today
Agricultural radio has continued to evolve. Andy Vance, 

CEO of AdVance Broadcast and Communication Network, 

describes how agricultural radio is growing with technology. 
Now, one can listen not only in the car or tractor, but online.

“It does not matter which vehicle you choose, you can get 
the information the best way that suits you,” Vance said.

There are three agricultural radio networks currently in 
Ohio: ABN, the Buckeye Ag Radio Network (BARN) and 
Ohio Ag Net.  ABN is currently owned by AdVance Broadcast 
and Communication Network. The BARN started in 2005 

and is owned by Andy Vance and 
Lindsay Hill. Ohio Ag Net, the 
newest of the three networks, was 
started by Bart Johnson and Dale 
Minyo, and had its first broadcast 
on April 9, 2007.

The largest of the three networks 
is ABN.  Upon its birth, ABN was 
carried by 25 stations.  Today it is 
carried by 70 stations, including 
stations in Kentucky, Tennessee, 
Alabama, West Virginia and 
Indiana. According to Johnson, one 
of the reasons his father started 
ABN was to get farm radio on local 
programming as a more efficient 
way to reach farmers.

Vance and Hill’s goal with the 
BARN is to take a new, innovative 
approach by broadcasting online, 
podcasting and  live broadcasting to 
reach as many people as possible.

Ohio Ag Net mainly focuses on 
programming that will provide relevant 
information to Ohio farmers in the best 

way possible, through daily e-mails  or on the radio. These 
programs have one goal, to get the correct information to the 
farm as quickly as possible. 

The Future
Agricultural radio will continue trying to reach as many 

farmers as possible. With the growing technology and the 
move toward the Internet as the main source of information 
for many, it is hard to see where farmers will turn to get their 
news in the future. But there is a benefit to radio – it is the 
most convenient way to get information on the go. With the 
growth of technology, agricultural radio will continue to 
adapt with the times so that the producers, consumers and 
the advertiser will be able to stay connected in the best way 
possible. This goes back to the description Minyo painted. The 
goal of agricultural radio in the future is to help Ohio farmers 
“open the parachute.”

B r o a d c a s t i n g 
to the Back Forty

By Priscilla Powers

Ed Johnson, one of the founding fathers of Ohio 
agricultural radio.
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“Ohio State is the hardest university to get into in 
Ohio,” said Kelly Koren, College of Food, Agricultural 
and Environmental Sciences coordinator of admissions, 
to a group of future Ohio State pre-veterinary students.  

Although many people used to see The Ohio State 
University, the United States’ largest university, as the 
school anyone could get into, the practice of competitive 
admissions has made this reputation merely a myth.  
Fashion is not the only thing that has changed on 
campus since 1987; just 20 years ago, students applying 
to Ohio State needed only a high school diploma and to 
submit their application by the deadline to guarantee 
acceptance. Today, for students to be sure of their 
acceptance to Ohio State, they must rank at the top of 
their high school class and achieve an ACT score around 
26 out of a possible 32.

Basic Economics
The consequence of competitive admissions has 

been the denial of acceptance to a substantial portion 
of those who apply to Ohio State each year. Mabel 
Freeman, Ph.D., director of University Admissions and 
First Year Experience programs, explained that this 
situation is really just the result of a lack of space. “We 
only have so much classroom space, so much residence 
hall space, so many teachers to accommodate students,” 
Freeman said.  

Koren puts this into perspective by describing 
the space issue as basic economics. With Ohio State 
diplomas being high in demand, the price to become a 
student has become much higher. However, contrary to 
what many believe, Ohio State is not using a minimum 
test score, high school grade point average or any other 
criteria to ensure or deny admissions. Instead, the 
process involves a complete review of many different 
factors the student presents in their application and 
supplemental essays. 

An applicant’s transcripts are reviewed for both grade 
point average and rigor of course load, said Freeman.  
Reviewers receive reports from high schools explaining 
their available courses and level, whether honors, 
advanced or advanced placement, to be able to evaluate 
the courses taken by the applicant. Next, the ACT or 
SAT score the student has achieved is considered. 

“A test score is never what gets you in or keeps you 
out,” Freeman said. Instead, a review of a number 
of other criteria, such as economic situation of the 
student, diversity factors, writing ability, extracurricular 
activities, community involvement and whether they 
will be a first generation college student are considered 
along with grades and scores.

The same issue of space determines the number of 
applicants who will actually receive the ‘fat envelope’ in 
the mail. According to the profile of the 2006 admitted 
class, Ohio State’s entering class was pared down 
from an applicant pool of nearly 19,000 to an enrolled 
number of only 6,162 students. In 2007, Ohio State 
received nearly 22,000 applicants and will accept about 
12,000 of those, said Freeman. The university has seen 
a very high percent of accepted students who actually 
pay their fees and enroll, around 50 percent in the past 
few years. Expecting approximately the same situation 
in 2007, 6,100 students will descend upon campus as the 
newest crop of first-year students in September.    

You are Still a Buckeye
“It seems to be a Murphy’s Law kind of thing – the 

more students you deny, the more students apply,” 
Freeman said. However, because of Ohio State’s unique 
and up-and-coming regional campuses, all hope is not 
lost for those denied acceptance to the university’s main 
campus. With many introductory courses offered at the 
Marion, Newark, Lima and Mansfield campuses, as well 

as the Agricultural Technical Institute (ATI) in Wooster, 
students not admitted to the Columbus campus can 
still begin their college career as a Buckeye. Those who 
choose this option 
will enroll in many 
of the same classes 
they would have 
taken in their 
first year on the 
Columbus campus. 
After one year, 
those who chose to 
attend a regional 
campus can move 
to the Columbus 
campus without 
being behind the 
students who 
started there.   

An Ag 
(Dis)Advantage?

Many people, 
especially in the College of Food, Agricultural and 
Environmental Sciences, have expressed concern over 
the higher standard criteria of admitted students.  
Freeman has heard many concerns about the 
disadvantage of students from rural schools, those 
normally interested in agricultural related majors, who 
can not get admitted to Ohio State. However, Freeman 
stressed that each student’s high school experience is 
looked at through the lens of what is available to them. 

According to the CFAES admissions office, 
applications and admits to the college were actually up, 
even ahead of the university, by a substantial amount in 
2007, proving admissions standards are not making the 
dent some might assume. “It’s not hurting us [CFAES], 
it’s just requiring us to adjust as a college,” Koren said.  

The college has used the resources available to them by 
partnering with University Admissions to better market 
the college to both new students and transfer students.  
“Our college has always been only about one-third new 
freshman, one-third transfer students from regional 
campuses or other schools and one-third students from 
other majors on campus,” Koren said.  

CFAES students not admitted to Ohio State’s 
Columbus campus will still be on the same level as 
those who are. The college offers a few introductory 
agricultural classes at each regional campus, as well 
as the option of attending the Agricultural Technical 
Institute in Wooster. CFAES further serves its regional 
campus population by sending the college email 
newsletter to all students with a declared CFAES major 

and making the Assistant Dean, Jill Pfister, Ph.D., and 
the Academic Counselor, Paul Heimberger, available for 
advising. CFAES staff train academic advisers assigned 

to agriculture 
students on the 
regional campuses 
to meet the specific 
needs of these 
students. Koren 
also said the majors 
within CFAES 
are structured so 
they can accept 
credits easily when 
students make 
the move to the 
Columbus campus.  

Ryan Curtis, 
a senior in 
agricultural 
education, opted to 

attend ATI for one 
year before coming 

to main campus. He felt his experience at the Wooster 
campus allowed him to learn how to be a better student, 
as well as better accommodated his involvement as 
a state FFA officer. “It definitely taught me to study 
and be competitive with my grades,” said Curtis. “It 
changed my perceptions.”  

Curtis felt upon his move to the Columbus campus 
that he was not behind any of his counterparts, who had 
begun on the Columbus campus. As a bonus, his time 
at the regional campus taught him the need to be more 
conscious of the classes he was taking and how they fit 
into his goals. 

Pride on the Rise
“Ten years ago, we were at the bottom of the Big 

Ten for retention and graduation rates,” said Freeman.  
“Now, we’re right in the middle of the pack, just 
nudging Penn State.” However, she also noted, CFAES 
has always had a good track record for graduating their 
students and has been “a college that has always given 
Ohio State a good name.”  

In the end, making Ohio State a more difficult school 
to gain admission into may hurt some, but it also helps 
the university remove the stigma of being the place 
to go when you can not get in anywhere else. Overall, 
the increasing achievements of Ohio State’s incoming 
students represent just one more point of pride for the 
alumni of the university. That is Freeman’s concern. 
“I hope, I do hope, that people are proud of their 
university.”

Filling Up With Premium

Annie Specht, junior 
in Agricultural 
Communication, 
leads a group of 
perspective students 
on a campus tour 
near the corner of 
Neil Avenue and 17th 
Avenue.

Photos and story by Leah F. Finney

Sarah Leidheiser, a senior in health sciences, answers questions for a group of 
prospective students and their parents about academics at Ohio State.
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Several years ago, 80 percent of veterinary students 
grew up in rural communities. Many raised livestock, 
were involved in 4-H or FFA, and attended college to 
be a veterinarian. But this is not currently the case. 
Veterinary students are now coming from very diverse 
backgrounds and tend to know much less about the 
agricultural industry.

Nationwide Trend
Melissa Weber, director of communications and 

marketing for veterinary medicine, said the choice 
of small over large animals is a trend that has been 
reported by the New York Times as a national issue. 
Across the country, veterinarians who care for animals 
that provide the United States with food are increasingly 
in short supply. According to the American Veterinary 
Medical Association, the number of veterinarians 
focusing on large animals has dropped to fewer than 
4,500, from nearly 6,000 in 1990. Large animal doctors 
now make up less than 10 percent of private-practice 
veterinarians. 

“A lot of young people really are not 
exposed to animal agriculture the 
way they were 20, 30 or 40 years 
ago,” said Richard Meiring, a 
veterinarian and an assistant 
professor at The Ohio State 
University in an article by 
the Dayton Daily News.

Meiring said that it all 
goes back to demographics. 
Students will go with what 
they feel is comfortable 
and go with their prior 
exposure. Only 20 percent 
of students still live on 
farms. “More and more 
students are removed 
from farms than ever,” 
Meiring said. “Students 
reflect the population 

in general. They have no familiarity with livestock and 
how it operates and tend to gravitate toward what they 

know.”

New Initiatives for Veterinary Students
Meiring, who was a practicing veterinarian for 26 

years, has worked for the last year and a half to address 
the problem of a lack of large animal veterinarians. 
He is on a task force that is working to keep students 
interested in being veterinarians. The members of 
the task force have identified four things to try to 
increase the number of food animal, or large animal, 
veterinarians. 

Recruitment is the first thing the group is focusing on 
in order to eventually establish a partnership with the 
department of animal sciences. Second, he said they are 
looking toward a selective admission process. Although 
nothing is official, they have proposed a process that 
would admit pre-veterinary animal science majors at the 

end of their second year if they meet the minimum 
qualifications, such as grade point 

average. Meiring said students would 
still have to meet all veterinary 
school requirements and then be 

officially admitted upon receiving 
his or her bachelor’s degree. The 

task force is also looking to 
make students well-rounded 

by encouraging them to 
take courses and become 
better communicators and 
business people, he said.

“They have to be able 
to relate to farmers,” 

Meiring said. The 
hopes are that students 
will stay in food 

animal medicine, even 
after branching out and doing 
externships.

The Wall
Because of the decrease in large animal veterinary 

students, the Ohio State College of Veterinary Medicine 
has come up with many theories as to why students are 
geared toward small animals and not large animals. 

The life of a large animal veterinarian is not an easy 
one—they get called out in the middle of the night, have 
busy seasons and also have their regular practice during 
regular hours, Weber said. Small animal veterinarians 
typically have easier office hours and wellness visits. 
Small animal veterinarians are perceived to have an 
easier life, she said.

“For me personally, I am going into small animals,” 
said Kristin Risch, a second year veterinary student. “I 
do not want 16-hour days and I do not want to be called 
on in the middle of the night.”

Risch said she loves large animals and loves working 
with them. She said, however, a lot of people do not 
have much exposure to large animals until they get to 
veterinary school.

Another theory is the fact that large animals can be 
harder for women veterinarians to handle. The number 
of female veterinary students has shifted greatly since 
Ohio State veterinary school first began. Seventy-five to 
80 percent more women are graduating now with their 
professional degree in veterinary medicine, whereas 20 
to 30 years ago, 80 percent of the graduates were male, 
according to Weber. 

Another factor influencing the decision of veterinary 
graduates is finances. Veterinary students come out 
of college approximately $100,000 in debt. Students 
who go into small animal practice are likely to make 
more money. Meiring said there was legislation passed 
called the Ohio Veterinary Loan Repayment Plan 
that pays back tuition loans for students who work in 

By Jennifer Villard
Photos by Emily Wickham

underserved food animal areas. He also said the National 
Veterinary Service Act will provide $90,000 repayment 
for students, who upon graduation, decide to work in 
underserved areas.

New College Task Force Anticipated
The college has proposed putting together a separate 

task force in which the food animal institute may 
potentially be created, Meiring said. The task force 
will be used to create incentives to get people into large 
animal practice and include people from public health, 
people from the veterinary clinics at Ohio State as 
well as those from the Ohio Agricultural Research and 
Development Center (OARDC). Meiring said that the 
task force would look at the larger scope of how they 
can get more people involved because there is a real 
recognized need for food animal veterinarians.

“We want to make Ohio State the premier for food 
animal education,” Meiring said. Weber said the 
important thing is that farmers need veterinarians. 
Large animal veterinarians are also in need in areas such 
as meat packaging facilities and food processing plants.

Salary Makes a Difference
However, Meiring said he thinks the number of 

large animal veterinarians will increase at some point. 
“Right now, we are taking lots of initiatives, such as 
recruitment and a selective admissions process,” Meiring 
said.

Meiring said the veterinarian’s role on the farm is so 
much bigger than dealing with surgery—there is food 
safety, protecting the environment and other issues.

Weber said Ohio State is making efforts to solve the 
reasoning behind the choice of small animals versus 
large animals. She said that veterinarians are critical to 
the food industry and public health.

Large 

Decision
Large 

Animals 

a

Dr. Gemma Tyner and Olivia Holt, veterinary 
student, flushing an IV catheter on a foal. Heather Lasher, veterinary student, is monitoring Intensive care patients.

Holt bottle 
feeds a patient 
at the Ohio 
State Veterinary 
Hospital.
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Signs of Spring
Photos and Story by Emily Wickham “The Game” between The Ohio 

State University and The University 
of Michigan had not been played 
yet when the landscaping on campus 
was being prepared for the coming 
spring. Each spring, students see 
trees and flowers blooming on 
campus, but may not know exactly 
how much work goes in to campus 
landscaping.

Color Splash
To make campus a sight to see, 

tulip bulbs are planted in high 
traffic locations, like in the Numbers 
Garden outside of the Central 
Classroom building, around the 
Moritz College of Law statue outside 
Drinko Hall and the median of 
Woody Hayes Drive between Ohio 
Stadium and St. John Arena.

The types of tulip bulbs planted 
in these areas vary. Steve Volkmann, 
university landscape architect, said 
red and white flowers are planted in 
gateway areas, like the Woody Hayes 
median, Drinko Hall and flower beds 
along High Street and around Ohio 
Stadium, to keep with school colors. 
This helps show recognition to 
campus visitors. To add more color 
throughout the campus, flowers in 
a variety of color can be seen in the 
beds in the Numbers Garden and 
around the Oval.

Each year, new bulbs are ordered 
during the summer and planted 
around campus the next spring. 
Even though tulips are considered 
perennial flowers, they are treated as 
annuals at Ohio State and replanted 
each year. “We can’t expect to have 
the show that we have now with 
old bulbs,” said Cathy Maupin, 
university horticulturist, “Half of 
them may not come up next year.”

Either Volkmann or Maupin, 
selects the bulbs to be planted, 
then a bid is requested of area 
contractors. They also work with 
contractors on selecting which types 
of trees to plant each year. Because 
of Maupin’s dedication to plant 
diversity, she tries not to invest in 

one type of tree, although right now, there are more oak 
trees on campus than any other type.

“The University plants 200 trees on campus each 
year (as a beautification effort),” said Maupin. “120 are 
planted in the fall, and the rest in the spring.”

Volkmann said these trees do not include the 
landscaping that is done when a construction project is 
finished. Most of the trees planted are one or two inch 
thick shade trees.

Green to Brown
Members of the facilities and development crew work 

year round to keep campus looking great, going from 
a green campus in the spring, to brown in the fall and 
winter.

Even during the snowy days of winter, crew members 
can be seen clearing sidewalks and steps of snow. In the 
occasion of a mild winter, they will spread mulch, trim 
trees and perform bed cleanup in preparation for the 
coming spring. Maintenance is also done on equipment 
in the campus shop during this time.

In the fall, mums will be planted in the beds around 
campus where the flowers are not as full. Contractors 
will remove the cannas, the tall plants that replace the 
tulip beds in the spring, from the Woody Hayes median 
before the weekend of the Michigan football game. 
About 600 canna plants are saved each year and kept 
at the plant materials shop where new cannas are also 
grown. 

Landscaper’s Challenge
Because of limited staff, mowing grass can be a timely 

task. Areas of high priority, like the Oval and intramural 
fields can be mowed up to twice a week. While two weeks 
can pass before the Ohio State Don Scott Airport or 
livestock facilities are mowed, since they are low priority 
areas.

Funding Ohio State’s landscaping and maintenance 
crews is not cheap. Volkmann said the annual budget 
for landscaping and beautification projects on campus 
totals around $100,000, depending on what tasks are 
done in house and contracted out. He said half of the 
yearly budget is spent on the bed preparation, planting, 
removal and purchasing of tulip bulbs planted in the 
high traffic areas around campus. Included in that total 
is the cost of labor, since the university contracts out 75-
80 percent of that work.

Best Kept Secret on Campus
On the College of Food, Agricultural, and 

Environmental Sciences campus, trees, shrubs and 
flowers can be found around buildings, in the Learning 

Gardens outside of Howlett Hall and in Chadwick 
Arboretum.

In Chadwick Arboretum and Learning Gardens, all 
plants are labeled with identification markers. The 
purpose of the gardens is for landscape and horticulture 
students to have hands-on experience with a variety of 
plants. The gardens are also used by students as a part 
of their curriculum for identifying types of plants or 
designing landscape, said Kathy Burkholder, program 
coordinator for Chadwick Arboretum and Learning 
Gardens.

Landscape and horticulture students are able to work 
in the Learning Gardens during the school year, gaining 
experience through planting, watering and fertilizing. 
There are also volunteers that help Burkholder and 
student workers maintain the gardens.

Erin Wells, a junior in landscape horticulture and 
student worker in the Learning Gardens, said the plants 
in Chadwick Arboretum and Learning Gardens have a 
variety of color, texture and shape for diversity.

Chadwick Arboretum and Learning Gardens are 
responsible for their own operating funds. A major 
fund raising event that allows the gardens to purchase 
supplies and materials is the plant sale they host each 
Mother’s Day weekend.

With Chadwick Arboretum and Learning Gardens, as 
well as colorful planters, the CFAES campus offers the 
beauty of landscaping year round.

“There’s nowhere else on campus where people can 
just enjoy gardens like they can here,” said Wells about 
the Learning Gardens. “Here there are different types of 
flowers and plants that offer color all year, not just in the 
spring.”

“These gardens are the best kept secret of campus,”  
Burkholder said.

It does not matter if you are walking through the 
Oval or Chadwick Arboretum, the landscaping around 
campus is something to see.

Cannas grow in the plant materials greenhouse in preparation to be planted in 
the Woody Hayes median between Ohio Stadium and St. John Arena.  
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“Do you live in a barn?” Many kids with messy rooms 
and the tendency to leave doors open have heard this 
phrase yelled at them by their parents. A growing 
number of people in Ohio can actually answer, “Yes!”

Americana Awareness
Barns have been familiar sights 

in Ohio farming communities from 
the beginning. “When you go for 
a drive in the country what do 
you see? When you see pictures in 
magazines of pastoral scenes, what is 
included? It’s that history, that big 
part of Americana that makes barns worth saving, and 
enjoying” said Rick Beck, current president of Friends 
of Ohio Barns and a barn restorer. According to Beck, 
Ohio might have more types and styles of barns than 
any other state, including ground barns, round barns, 
bank barns, tobacco barns and crib log barns.

Friends of Ohio Barns is a non-profit program that 
began in 2001, with the goal of spreading awareness 
throughout the state of these important icons of Ohio’s 
agricultural history. The group works with several 
different programs such as the Barn Again! program 
in Ohio, the Ohio Historical Preservation Society, the 
National Barn Alliance (NBA) and The Ohio State 
University Extension to publish a newsletter, host 
workshops and host an annual barn conference to 
promote Ohio’s barns.

Friends of Ohio Barns helps let people know “what a 
great piece of history sits out in their back yard,” said 
Beck, “We bring in presenters from all over to discuss 
everything from tax incentives, to barn repair, to 
adaptive re-use ideas, to photography.”

NBA is a group dedicated to barn 
education. On their Web site they 
explain there are currently barn 
documentation and preservation 
programs in almost all 50 states.  
Friends of Ohio Barns is working to 
register barns in all 88 Ohio counties 
with the NBA database. According to 
the NBA, barns are disappearing at 

an alarming rate making this group vital to the future 
of barns in America. Some communities have lost 75 
percent of the barns that were present 50 years ago.

Home Sweet Barn
There are many reasons why people make the decision 

to restore a barn and make it their restaurant, store, 
office or home. “The people I know that do this sort 
of thing have a deep appreciation for the tremendous 
craftsmanship that went into building these great 
buildings. Many barns still standing were built with 
virgin Ohio timber...trees that were growing before the 
Mayflower landed,” Beck said.

Barns were very important to the first farmers of 
Ohio. Usually the barn was the first structure built on 

Photos and story by Ashley Shaffer

This Old Barn
Giving Ohio’s Agricultural Icons a Make-Over

“Its that history, that big 
part of Americana that 

makes barns worth saving, 
and enjoying.”

- Rick Beck

the land, while the family survived in little more than 
a shack until a true house was built, after the barn was 
finished.

“Old barns are reminders of our rural heritage, “ said 
Ann Christy, associate professor in the Department 
of Food, Agricultural, and Biological Engineering, a 
specialist for extension’s Barn Again! program, member 
of Friends of Ohio Barns and 
member of the board of directors for 
NBA. Christy restored and lives in a 
1870s dairy barn in Liking County.  
“Its wonderful, but its an ongoing 
project,” Christy said.   

“I don’t live in a barn... yet,” said Beck, who is 
currently in the process of restoring a small barn into a 
woodworking shop. The small structure was originally 
built in the 1830s with timbers cut and assembled by 
hand. Beck also has another project lined up after 
he finishes the shop, and that is his home. He has a 
dismantled barn in storage that he will assemble and 
restore. ‘Home sweet home’ could possibly take him 
more than five years to complete.

Friends of Ohio Barns prefers that barns stay in their 
original positions, but dismantling and moving a barn 
is better than having it bulldozed to make way for a 
housing development, Beck said. Restoring and caring 
for an old barn is “a great alternative to letting it rot,” 
Beck said. “I like being a good steward of our rural 
history,” Christy said.

Wallet Restoration 
 According to Christy, no grant funds are currently 

available to people wishing to start a barn restoration 
project.

The new farm bill in 2007, however, 
could possibly include a program 
and funding for barn restoration. 
Whether or not a program and 
funding is included in the new 
farm bill, there is currently a 10 

percent tax credit in place if a barn contributes to 
an income-producing activity on the farm. If you 
successfully file for historic register status, that is 
increased to a 20 percent tax credit, Christy said.

There is also a Federal Internal Revenue Service 
depreciation tax deduction which allows for a deduction 
of up to $25,000 for the cost of rehabilitating a 
single-purpose agricultural structure.

The cost for restoring a barn can vary greatly, 
depending on the final goal of the restoration. The 
shop restoration done by Beck costs as much as a pole 
barn of the same size. He did a lot of the work himself 
and spent time doing historically accurate repair work, 
which can add to the costs. Beck said, he has “a barn 
that has infinitely more character than the best pole 
barn money can buy!” 

“I like being a good steward 
of our rural history”

- Ann Christy

Opposite: ‘Before Picture’ Rick Beck’s woodworking shop; above: Hand-hewn 
beams inside an old barn; right top: Christy’s home, a restored dairy barn; right 
bottom: group restoring Beck’s shop
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we need farmland. The problem only will intensify with 
time, now that food must compete as never before with 
non-food uses for land.” 

Close to Home 
For Ohio State alumni, David and Lisa Schacht, 

urbanization is more than just a mere threat to their 
community. The couple is the fifth generation running 
their fruit and vegetable farm inside the Columbus 
corporation limits.

The Schacht family farm consists of 70 acres, which 
date back to the farm’s inauguration in 1870. Located 
between Brice and Gender Roads, they produce and sell 
25 different fruits and vegetables at their farm market.

David, an agriculture engineering graduate and his 
wife, Lisa, a home economics education graduate, 
remember fondly when their family farm looked out 
over sprawling acres of cropland. Today, those memories 
are just that, memories. The farmland that surrounded 
the couple’s home is now taken over by real estate. “I 
remember back when there was only one development in 
our area,” said Lisa. “Now there are four, and more are 
likely on the way.” 

Their farm is currently surrounded by apartment 
complexes and a church, built on land located across the 
road from their home. “It could be a lot worse. It could 
be a movie theatre with tons of late night traffic coming 
or going,” said Lisa. “Four years ago we fought off a 
prison coming in just down the road.” 

Lisa attributed a lot of the area’s growth to the school 
annexation within the suburban districts. In 1986 the 
Win-Win Agreement was established, which allowed for 
students in unincorporated areas that were annexed into 
the city of Columbus prior to 1986 to continue to attend 
their suburban school district.Real estate developers saw 
this as an opportunity to sell properties to families who 
wanted to get their children out of inner-city schools, 
yet keep themselves within traveling distance to their 
Columbus employers. 

Business in Full Bloom
Despite the disadvantages associated with urban 

sprawl the Schacht family is well aware of the benefits 
their new neighbors have toward their business. 

David and Lisa farm full-time along with the help 
of their family. The key to their financial success is the 

Wide O p e n  Spaces?
Photos and stories by Jamie Banbury

In Franklin County, the family farm is the last of a 
dying breed. Struggling to maintain production on a 
limited amount of acreage, farms are forced to close 
their gates and seek greener pastures outside the county 
line. 

What was once a general concern for farmers 
stationed near developing cities is now a real threat to 
the agriculture community in the Columbus area. The 
city’s urban areas are growing quicker than the crop 
fields they are taking over. The city is expanding toward 
former suburbs, while condominiums and housing 
developments are popping up where silos once stood. 
Two words can summarize the demise of the family farm 
in Franklin County: urban sprawl.

A Real Concern 
Back in the 1990s, Luther Tweeten, a professor in 

the Department of Agricultural, Environmental and 
Developmental Economics, considered urban sprawl to 
be of little concern to farmers. Tweeten estimated that 
just 26 percent of the nation’s decline in cropland from 
1949 to 1992 was a result of transferring the land to 
urban uses. The actual affect of urban development on 
Ohio’s farmland was merely four percent, according to 
an article on the economics research and education Web 
site of The Buckeye Institute (www.buckeyeinstitute.
org).

Fifteen years later, Tweeten considers urbanization to 
be advancing in relation to cropland decline. Tweeten 
believes the demands on Ohio’s farmland due to biofuel 
production will slow this trend.

“Land markets will begin to react to the higher crop 
prices brought on by biofuel demand. This will help to 
keep land in farms,” said Tweeten. “To produce ethanol, 

The Ohio State sheep operation sits in the center of housing developments 
along Sawmill and Bethel Roads. 

Amidst the hustle and bustle of Columbus metro traffic are 
five family farms that have endured for over a century. These 
multi-generation farms are lasting piece of Ohio’s agricultural 
history.

According to the Ohio Department of Agriculture (ODA), 
these five farms are part of the more than 650 century farms 
registered statewide. “The Century Farm program pays 
tribute to Ohio’s family farmers who have survived over 
the years to continue their commitment to agriculture,” 
said Cindy Shy, the department’s event coordinator. “These 
families exemplify Ohio’s proud agricultural heritage; their 
collective historical, economic and social contributions are 
immeasurable.”

According to Shy, the Century Farm Program,  established 
in 1993, recognizes farms still operated by the same family 
after more than 100 years. Prior to 2002, eight farms were 
selected each year as Ohio’s Outstanding Century Farms. 
Today, every farm that is registered receives recognition in the 
form of a certificate signed by the governor and the director 
of agriculture. 

Last of a dying breed
Rodney and Edith Wildermuth own and operate one of the 

century farms in Franklin County with their son Jerry, his 
wife, Gina, and their grandchildren. Their farm dates back to 
1809, when George Kalb, of Maryland, received land in Ohio 
as a grant for his services during the Revolutionary War. In 
1962, the Wildermuth’s became the seventh generation to 
farm the land.

Located on 380 acres on Brice Road, the Wildermuth’s farm 
has had considerable financial offers. However, the couple 
plans to spend the rest of their days there.

“The Wildermuth’s are diehards. They are not going 
anywhere,” Lisa Schacht said of her neighbors.

Still Standing Strong: Ohio’s Century Farms

growing neighborhood and traffic in their area. Word 
of mouth, along with roadside signs, serves as their 
main method of attracting customers to the farm. “We 
sustain our business by merely grabbing people off the 
street,” Lisa said. 

Area residents support their farm on a regular basis, 
buying a variety of in-season products that the market 
offers from late spring through the fall. Lisa attributes 
much of the demand for their family’s produce on the 
desire of urban consumers to get back to agriculture and 
not use large grocery chains. She said that small farm 
markets offer freshness and the ability to stay connected 
to the country. “It is a culture thing. Everyone wants 
their own little piece of country,” Lisa said. 

Real estate agencies are making that possible in 
southeastern Columbus where residents are willing to 

pay over $100,000 for developed homes near the Schacht 
family farm.

A good thing growing
For the Schacht family, urban sprawl is a unique 

perspective because their business relies on the urban 
customers to make a profit, but urban sprawl has also 
limited their available production acreage. Despite 
this growth in the city and high prices offered for the 
farmland, the Schacht’s plan to keep going strong as 
long as they can do so profitably. 

Until then, they will remember a time when they could 
look out over acres of farmland surrounding their home. 
These are the same acres now encompassed by housing 
developments and condominiums in southeastern 
Franklin County. 

The couple manages 
29 dairy cattle, 350 
sheep and 20 chickens 
along with a variety 
of crops. The family 
divides up daily farm 
duties and everyone 
chips in during 
planting and harvesting 
seasons. It is the 
typical family farm, 
amid developments, 
condominiums and a 
steady traffic flow. 

Award Winning Duo
In 2000, Rodney and Edith were recognized by ODA, the 

Ohio Historical Society and Ohio’s Country Journal for being 
one of Ohio’s Outstanding Century Farms. In recognition of 
their century farm award, Edith and Rodney were presented a 
certificate and recognized in a display at the Ohio State Fair. 

No place like home
For 45 years the couple has watched their children and 

grandchildren grow up on the farm while feeding thousands of 
head of livestock. 

The Wildermuth’s relish in the historical value of 
their homestead, the memories they have made at their 
farm and the friends they have acquired through their 
recreational pastime of showing sheep. Most importantly, 
the Wildermuth’s take great pride in owning one of Ohio’s 
outstanding century farms and the historic value they have 
had on Ohio’s agriculture industry. 

Farm land declines as urban developments wipe out rural areas

Rodney and Edith Wildermuth have maintained 
their Century Family Farm for 45 years.
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Don’t Get

It started as a creamy bronze tan, a trophy for hours 
of hard work outdoors or days wasted on the beach. 
Then, like toadstools, little brown spots began popping 
up where they were not wanted. They grew, some 
became painful and eventually a visit with a doctor 
ensued. What starts as a fashion statement can become 
skin cancer and it is a real threat.

“Skin cancer numbers in the United States are really 
on the rise,” said Dee Jepsen, program director for 
agricultural safety and health with The Ohio State 
University Extension Service.

As part of a response to ward off increasing cases 
of skin cancer, Jepsen said people should consider sun 
safe hats – any hat with a three-inch brim all the way 
around, wearing long sleeve shirts, using sunscreen, and 
staying out of the sun between 10 a.m. and 2 p.m. 

To promote these preventive measures and fight skin 
cancer, Ohio State Extension has been expanding their 
sun safety programs and funding additional research 
in hopes of educating more Ohioans about the risks of 
exposure to the sun.

The Facts
Understanding how to prevent skin cancer means 

learning what ways it can strike. According to a 2004 
report, Melanoma of the Skin in Ohio 1997-2001, by the 
Ohio Cancer Incidence Surveillance System published by 
the Ohio Department of Health, there are three primary 
types of skin cancer. 

Basal cell carcinoma and squamous cell carcinoma are 
the two most common and least serious types. Both, 
however, can put individuals at risk for a more serious, 
possibly fatal, skin cancer known as melanoma.

Melanoma affects melanocytes - cells that produce 
skin coloring. According to the report, melanoma ranked 
eighth in the state of Ohio for types of new invasive 
cancer cases between 1997 and 2001. Considering these 
high numbers, Extension has stepped in to keep Ohioans 
out of danger with their skin.

Extension Programs
Skin cancer, partly caused by exposure to the sun, is 

capable of wreaking devastating effects on the body, but 
educators stress there are ways to prevent it. “We are 
trying to educate the public about the sun’s affect on the 
skin,” said Doris Herringshaw, Wood County Extension 
Educator.

Herringshaw is part of the statewide Skin Cancer 
Prevention and Protection Strategies program that 
Jepsen said began in the early 1990s. With funding 
from the National Institute for Occupational Safety 
and Health (NIOSH), extension operated a booth at the 
Farm Science Review titled Is it Time to Change Your 
Hat?

The booth was focused toward farmers, offering 
them an opportunity to trade their ball caps for a new 
hat designed to be sun safe. From its initial debut, the 
program has continued to expand. Jepsen estimated 

that today 80 percent of Ohio county extension offices 
have implemented sun safe programs through a variety 
of avenues.

“(Educators) continue to work at their camps, with 
day care centers in their communities, home economics 
classes, family and consumer science programs and (sun 
safety and health) sessions,” Jepsen said.

She and her staff also host in-services every couple 
years to train extension educators about sun safety and 
sun safe products. The most popular tool educators learn 
to use in the in-service is the Derma Scan. “It’s basically 
a black light in a box,” said Herringshaw. “It shows 
imperfections on the skin like excess moisture in the 
cells, damage and freckles.”

After the in-service, Herringshaw said educators check 
out a Derma Scan machine from extension and take 
it to health care events and seminars in their county. 
There, Ohioans can learn what signs to look for when 
assessing their skin and be prepared to speak with a 
doctor. “It is an educational tool so people can go see 
their dermatologist and be ready with questions,” 
Herringshaw said.

In addition to training, educators are also provided 
with display booths advertising sun safety information 
and a kit with outreach materials. “Inside the kit, 
they will get a CD-ROM, PowerPoint slides to let them 
plan, photos and things they can use in their own 
programming,” Jepsen said.

There are also samples of a sun safe hat, soy-based 
suntan lotion and sun safe beads, an increasingly 
popular tool designed to change colors when sunlight 
hits them. “The sun beads are fun,” said Jepsen. “They 
are all white, but when they are exposed to the sun they 
turn colors – green and purple and red – so kids can 
make those and wear them on their wrists as bracelets. 
It is just an indicator that when you see your beads 
are illuminated, you should be thinking about either 
sunscreen or a sun safe hat.”

Thinking about sun safety often occurs too 
late, but with cool tools like sun-safe 
beads, educators have been able to 
make contact with younger Ohioans 
just as they have with farmers.

Youth Education
Prom time for many high school 

students means getting dressed up, and 
dressing up is often preceded by frequent 
trips to the tanning bed. But what many 
students do not realize is this is one of the 
most at-risk periods of their lives, in regards 

to the sun. “Ninety percent of sun damage we get by the 
time we are 20 years old,” Herringshaw said.

Rose Fisher-Merkowitz, Highland County extension 
educator, has been conducting research on how to more 
effectively educate young people about sun safety. She 
said recent focus groups with high school students 
showed a good increase in retention of sun safety 
education. “Youth were very much into it, wanting to 
know more about sun safety,” she said. “They realized 
the importance of using sun screen and trying to stay 
out of the sun.”

Fisher-Merkowitz said she hopes to take more sun 
safety programs into schools so more students can 
learn how to select appropriate SPF and learn about 
the dangers of tanning booths. Young Ohioans are the 
future victims of melanoma, and the future target of 
extension programs. Jepsen and Fisher-Merkowitz said 
they hope to teach them to think safe when working on 
their tan and how to avoid repeated sunburns.

“If you had lots of continuous burns on your nose, on 
your cheeks, on your back, those are the areas that will 
affect you a lot more 10 years down the road,” Jepsen 
said. “So we need to do more awareness and make it 
more real for people.”

Making it real before cancer strikes might mean 
changing a lot of minds about spending time in the 
sun. “People say, ‘Well you know, you got to die of 
something,’ but 10 years from now you do not want to 
be in the hospital with cancer,” Jepsen said.

With the sun safety program, they might not.

Burned
Photos and story by Curtis Niedermier

Janell Henry, Ben Rethmel and Derek 
Schroeder model sun safe hats.
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Green buildings are changing 
the feel of Columbus, and The 
Ohio State University is not being 
left behind. Columbus, with Ohio 
State’s help, is working hard to 
become Ohio’s leading city in 
environmental responsibility. With 
the attention Columbus has given to 
its environmental impact as a city, 
through green construction and 
buildings, they are better poised to 
lead the nation.

A green building is a concept that 
refers to the final structure and 
the methods used throughout the 
construction process. The goals are 
to increase efficiency in the way 
buildings use and harvest energy 
and water, as well as use more 
economically and environmentally 
friendly materials during 
construction. This is done while 
reducing the building’s impact on 
both the environment and human 
health. 

The Ohio Environmental 
Protection Agency was the first 
organization in Columbus to 
adopt green construction for its 
new building, but other Columbus 
companies and Ohio State have not 
been far behind in implementing 
green construction in its own new projects.

 A Building Reborn
The Lazarus building is the first major green 

building in Columbus and has been called the most 
significant green building in the Midwest by Mayor 
Michael Coleman. Unlike the green projects underway 
at Ohio State, the Lazarus building was not designed 
to be green, but was a renovation of an older building 
trying to comply with modern standards of ecological 
leadership.

The original structure was built in 1908, and has 
gone through eight renovations, reconstructions 
and additions over the years, said Max Moore of the 
Columbus Downtown Development Corporation. The 
age of the building, and its multiple renovations in the 

past, created an even more challenging site on which to 
implement the green additions planned for the building.

Many new green features will be found in the 
remodeled building. The cooling system will utilize 
rainwater in place of air conditioning or central air, 
when available. All of the windows in the building will 
be energy efficient, which will reduce utility costs by 
25 percent, and a new low-flow plumbing system was 
installed to conserve water usage. A living roof that 
will reduce heat buildup during the summer by utilizing 
plants is the final green touch.

Because the Lazarus building was a renovation and 
not a new building, the project had more stipulations in 
place to be considered a green project. There is not only 
concern with the materials put into the building but also 
with those taken out.

To be considered a green project most of the materials 
removed from the building must be recycled. However, 
they must be recycled near the site where they are 
removed. If taken too far away from the site the project 
will not get credit for recycling because of the fuel spent 
transporting materials to a new location.

Once all phases of the project are complete it will 
receive its Leadership in Energy and Environmental 
Design (LEED) score from the United States Green 
Building Council. There are three rankings in the LEED 
system: silver, gold and platinum. In order to get a 
higher ranking the project must earn a specific number 
of credits. Each building receives its credits based on an 
inspection that takes place after it is complete. Some of 
the criteria the building will be judged on are: if it has 
been built as designed and will perform as expected, if it 
has lower operating costs and increased asset value, if it 
will be healthy and comfortable for occupants, if it will 
conserve energy and water and if it will reduce harmful 
greenhouse gas emissions.

The building has not been given a ranking yet, but in a 
recent press conference, Mayor Coleman said, “Lazarus 
is going to be a national model, and should receive 
gold level certification status through the U.S. Green 
Council’s LEED Program.”

A New Era
Ohio State’s first green project will be the construction 

of the new 4-H building at the corner of Fred Taylor 
Drive and Lane Avenue. Construction on the project will 
finish in December of 2007, and the building will open in 
early 2008.

The green aspects of the building range from the 
methods used during on-site construction to building 
features that will conserve energy. The 4-H building is 
being constructed with recycled materials when possible. 
“All of the steel in the building will be from recycled 
steel. The building will also use wheat board and soy 
products in place of particleboard and other composite 
wood products,” said Bill McCleery, development officer 
for the Ohio 4-H Center Capital Campaign.

Not only does wheat board come from a more 
renewable resource than particleboard, but it is also 
made from agricultural waste that would otherwise 
be thrown out. Particleboard requires bonding by 
formaldehyde, a carcinogen, while wheat board is 
bonded using a soy flour binder. Wheat board is more 
moisture resistant and will not need to be replaced as 
often as particleboard.

The building will also have a geothermal heating 
system. This system involves drilling geothermal wells 
250 feet into the ground and creating a loop system 
that will maintain a base temperature of 55 degrees 
in the building without using any other fuel, McCleery 

said. “While the project will cost $600,000 dollars to 
construct, it will save the building 30 percent of its 
heating costs per year,” McCleery said.

The building’s construction will also take advantage 
of the use of natural lighting. Once the building is 
complete, the landscaping will utilize native plant 
species, which will help with the project’s LEED 
certification score.

The Next Step
The plans for the new student union are not yet 

complete, so its green aspects are not finalized. Though, 
“it will be the first green student union in the country,” 
said Tracy Stuck, director of Ohio Union and Student 
Activities.

These will not be the last green buildings on the Ohio 
State campus, as the university is considering adopting 
a green plan for all construction in the future,  McCleery 
said. If the plan is adopted, Ohio State will be one 
of the leaders in promoting an ecologically friendly 
campus. 

With the efforts Ohio State is making, along with 
the downtown revitalization projects, Columbus will 
not only reach its goal of becoming the model for other 
Ohio cities, but will also be one of the most ecologically 
friendly cities in the United States.

Photos and story by Scott Fultz

The new Nationwide and Ohio Farm Bureau 4-H center on the corner of 
Lane Avenue and Fred Taylor Drive will open in January 2008.

The Lazarus building in downtown Columbus is under renovation to become the 
first green building in the city.

Columbus Going GreenColumbus Going Green
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Corn Growers Stack Their Odds

The seed bags have flown off the pallets, millions 
of acres have been planted and the grain semis are 
anxiously awaiting their chance to participate in this 
year’s profits. There is no question about it; 2006 was a 
great year for Midwest corn producers and with soaring 
prices and the most acres being planted since World 
War II, farmers have kept their faith in the industry for 
2007. 

One of the newest technologies in seed corn that has 
helped farmers to their high profits this past year is 
triple-stack corn.  This new hybrid, which consists of 
Yieldgard Plus and Roundup Ready 2 corn hybrids, 
provides in-seed protection against corn borers and corn 
rootworms, as well as providing herbicide tolerance. 

This genetically modified corn has been approved for 
both Japanese and United States markets, but is still 
waiting approval from the European Union.

Approval is Essential
The European Union’s approval is very important to 

U.S. producers because much of the central Illinois corn 
goes to Europe. 3,535 million bushels of corn have been 
exported for consumption in the past year.

“The European Union is more hesitant to approve this 
biotech corn because they have a different relationship 
with food than we do,” said Matt Roberts, an 
assistant professor in Agricultural, Environmental and 

Development Economics at The Ohio State University. 
“Europeans view food as less of a utilitarian experience, 
such as getting necessary calories and moving, as we do 
as Americans. It is much more a cultural experience.” 

“Europe must pass each different trait of multi-trait 
corn one at a time, which makes approval somewhat 
time consuming,” said Rodney Rod, a seed specialist 
for Pioneer Hi-Bred International. As of April 4, 2007, 
Herculex RW Rootworm, one of the three traits in triple 
stack corn, was given a positive safety opinion by the 
European Food Safety Authority. This opinion moves 
the trait closer to approval for import into the European 
Union. 

Conventional vs. Multi-Trait
According to Roberts, there is a common 

misconception in economic differences between 
conventional, single-trait and multi-trait corn. “Most 
people think that there has been some kind of radical 
change in corn prices because of the multi-trait seed,” 
said Roberts. “The truth is that there is no noticeable 
change in economics at the national level.” 

“The Herculex RW trait provides a high level of 
protection all season long against Northern, Western 
and Mexican larval corn rootworm, 
which in turn reduces the presence of 
adult rootworm,” said Rod. Annually, $1 
billion is spent on rootworm damage by 
United States farmers alone. So, how is 
the new technology enhanced corn going 
to affect the American farmer?

An Ohio State Adapter
Ohio State student Nick Pontius, an agricultural 

business major with a minor in crop and soil science is 
what some would consider an average Ohio farmer. “I 
would call myself an early adapter when it comes to 
multi-trait corn,” said Pontius. “We have been using 
double-stack corn for about four years now, triple-
stack corn this past year, and I am looking forward to 
using the upcoming quad-stack corn in the future.” 
Purchasing the advanced seed in the past was almost 
considered a risk, but as seen in almost every industry, 
American consumers tend to be late adapters. With the 
Midwest farmer averaging around 55 years of age, the 
years of proven success with multi-trait corn was enough 
to convince them to buy.

“I don’t know any farmer who has used Triple-Stack 
(corn) that did not like it and plan on using it again in 
the future,” said Pontius. Some of the benefits that have 
kept Pontius a loyal consumer are those of economic 
value, safety and convenience.

 Because it is unnecessary to spray the triple-stack 
corn, there are fewer trips across the field. This saves 
money on fuel and reduces machinery depreciation. The 
main idea of triple-stack corn is to prevent rootworms 
from eating the crop; with the lack of bugs eating away 
the profits, there is inevitably a higher yield. Farmers 
spend over $1 billion annually on rootworm damage, 
but this average price will drastically decrease in fields 
that were planted with the hybrid. It is also safer than 
conventional corn. The farmer does not have to handle 
insecticides or other chemicals; they just have to dump 
the seed bag into the planter.

The Verdict is in…PROFITS!
One thing is undeniable; there is no way to ignore 

this past year’s corn prices. Because of the increased 
popularity of ethanol, the demand for corn use in fuel 
production has become very high. Corn demand and 
prices began surging over a year ago when President 
George W. Bush advertised ethanol in his 2006 State 
of the Union address. According to the Chicago Board 
of Trade, one bushel (56 pounds) of corn jumped 
from $1.86 at the end of 2005 to over $4. The 2006-
2007 prices, averaging $3.10 per bushel, have raised an 

important question that has many 
American farmers deciding what next 
year’s crops will be; will the high 
corn prices continue with next year’s 
growing season?

“Ultimately, corn prices depend on 
the weather,” said Roberts. “Farmer’s 
intend to plant more corn in the 
upcoming year, but it is impossible to 

predict how many bushels will be harvested.  There will 
be about 120,000 more acres of corn and 5 million less 
acres of soybeans planted in the upcoming year.”

Assuming government policy stays the same, there 
will be a continued growth in corn production of about 
20-30 percent per year for the next three to five years. 
“I would estimate prices to average $3-3.50 per bushel,” 
Roberts said.

Many of the popular varieties are already sold out, 
especially here in the Corn Belt. “In 2006, I planted a 
60/40 corn to soybeans ratio,” said Pontius. “I plan on 
increasing it to 75/25 in 2007.” No matter the day length 
seed that works best for you, it is important to get your 
order in earlier this year than ever.  

“Farmer’s are settling not only for their second, but 
their third choice of seed corn,” Rod said. 

“Farmer’s are settling 
not only for their 

second, but their third 
choice of seed corn.” 

- Rodney Rod 

Triple Stack Corn Helps Increase Profits
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A farmer fills a corn planter 
in preparation of the coming 
planting season.
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Over the years the AgriNaturalist has had many 
claims to fame. Starting in 1894, the magazine has 
seen many decades, wars, technological advances and 
students.

Most think of it as a tradition, they know the 
agricultural communication students are busy selling 
advertisements and writing stories every spring quarter. 
The college, like clock-work receives the published 
product a week before finals, and those who have worked 
all quarter on the staff take a deep breath because the 
publication is “on-the-racks” and all the hard work has 
paid off.

An article in the Columbus Dispatch May 7, 1940 
stated:

In September 1894, Dean Cunningham and several  
“aggies” on their own initiative began publication 
of what is now the oldest magazine edited by 
agricultural students in the United States. Charles 
W. Burkett was the original editor-in-chief and F. P. 
Stump the business manager.

The first editorial staff was full of students who 
graduated from college and took on leadership 
positions in the community such as 
the United States Assistant Secretary 
of Agriculture, a member of the State 
Board of Agriculture and a physician.

‘“The status of the editors has 
changed since 1914,’ the dean 
explained. ‘In those days all we got 
for our work was glory. The present 
Agricultural Student editors earn a yearly salary for their 
efforts,”’ Columbus Dispatch May 7, 1940.

After establishing the Agricultural Student, John 
F. Cunningham founded the Alpha Zeta professional 
fraternity for men in agriculture in 1897. When he 
finished his tenure as dean he went on to be associated 
with the editorial staff of the Ohio Farmer from 1899 to 
1922. He then sold out his interest in the publication and 
purchased the Wisconsin Agriculturalist.

Time and Change
Since this humble start, the AgriNaturalist has gone 

through many editors and advisors, changed from being 
published six times a year, to a quarterly and now to an 
annual publication.

“The mission is for it to be a forum for students to 
learn practical journalism skills,” said Robert Agunga, 
professor of agricultural communication and past 
AgriNaturalist advisor. “The goal is to let students make 
decisions – they must learn by doing.”

Showing the success of the college, and involvement 
of the clubs associated, is one of the main goals. The 
content of the AgriNaturalist has remained central to 
the original mission more than 100 years ago, Agunga 
said.

Topics range from world news, 
agricultural advances, college updates 
and tips on cooking and gardening. 
Throughout the years animal welfare 
and club achievements have been two 
consistent topics in the publication.

“Last year we tried to pick topics 
which would interest both students, professors and 
alumni,” said Stacy Mullins the 2006 assistant editor. 

1967 1973 1980 1998 2005

Covers through the years

History of the AgriNaturalist
Photo and story by Katy Wuthrick

“The mission is for it to  
be a forum for students  

to learn practical 
journalism skills.” 
-Robert Agunga 

“We wanted all of our stories to have strong ties to the 
college and be diverse from the previous year’s topics.”

The magazine has grown substantially throughout the 
years. From an eight page black and white booklet to the 
56 page, full-color glossy finish it is today. The current 
circulation is 2,000 copies but readership is thought to 
be much higher with several students or faculty reading 
each copy.

Not only the way it looks has changed over the years, 
but the way in which it is produced has continued to 
progress as well. The publication is trying to keep up the 
high standards of The Ohio State University by being as 
technologically innovative as possible.

“Last spring quarter was the first time the staff 
experienced writing and editing on computers. The final 
copies were printed out to be retyped by our typesetter. 
The typeset copies were returned to our staff for layout. 
This process involved cutting the text and pasting it to 
the pages making sure everything was straight with a 
ruler, blue pencil and strained eyes. Just as we got used 
to this system of magazine production we were faced 
with a new challenge for the autumn issue – desktop 
publishing,” wrote Jane Schumaker in her spring 1987 
editorial.

What is in a Name?
As the publishing process evolved so did the name 

of the publication. Starting in 1894 it was known as 
the Agricultural Student then in the ‘70s a new name 
came about, the Buckeye Triune, representing the 
three colleges of; Home Economics, School of Natural 
Resources and College of Agriculture. When the school 
of home economics changed to human ecology, and 
went across the river, they were left with the College 
of Agriculture and the School of Natural Resources,  
beginning the name AgriNaturalist.

The publication was produced by the agricultural 
communication club before the major of agricultural 
communication came to Ohio State. At this time the 
publication was funded through the college office. Being 
editor at that time was a paid position. In order to 
keep the magazine in print, the magazine turned into a 
class with the hands on format it is today. To keep the 
publication funded the students of the college pay a $2 
fee to support the publication.

Copies of the old publications have been formally 
bound into hard back books for safe keeping and a guide 
to current AgriNaturalist editors on what has worked 
and not worked in the past.

Now in 2007, in the laboratory atmosphere, the staff 
sells advertisements to pay for the production process as 
well as receives funding from the administration office. 

The Esteem
“The magazine has won first in the National 

Agricultural Communicators of Tomorrow Critique 
contest on many occasions,” said Agunga. “The 
publication prides itself on quality. People who have 
read the magazine, such as OnCampus (editors), now 
are looking for agricultural communication students for 
their internships because they have seen the high quality 
writing of our students in the AgriNaturalist.”

In the AgriNaturalist students are able to see and 
learn all sides of magazine production. The staff 
takes photos, writes stories and sells advertising, while 
learning how not to compromise publication ethics, said 
Agunga who advised the AgriNaturalist on and off for 
19 years.

It is good practice for the real world, Mullins said, 
being engaged in all aspects of producing the magazine. 
“It exposed us to a working atmosphere, where we had 
to collaborate with and depend on others to do their job 
so the magazine could be published,” Mullins said. “We 
worked long hours in the computer lab and were proud 
of the results.”

The 2007 staff and all of the prior editors and writers, 
though produced in different fashions or at different 
times, hold one thing in common. They all worked hard 
to represent the college in the best way possible.

“It is a challenging environment for our students, but 
a great experience,” Agunga said. “Even though I was 
the instructor, I felt I was more of a facilitator of the 
learning process.”

Keeping up the pride and traditions of the oldest 
student publication written by agriculture students 
in the country, the 2007 staff has produced a piece of 
history to go down in the CFAES record books for years 
to come.

Robert Agunga, past advisor of the AgriNaturalist, holds last year’s edition.



Students interested in attending the College of Food, 
Agricultural, and Environmental Sciences are seeing 
a new look on the materials they receive in the mail.  
Seeking a way to better reach and recruit students to the 
college, CFAES rolled out its new marketing campaign 
during the summer of 2006.

The new theme uses squares showing pictures 
of agriculture and solid color reminiscent of the 
university’s easily-recognizable square logo. “We can 

Branding Not Just for Cows
By Leah Finney

The College of 
Food, Agricultural, 
and Environmental 

Sciences’ 
new branding 

campaign features 
all facets of 

agriculture and 
natural resources.

represent a lot of different stuff,” said Marissa Mullett, 
communications coordinator in the College of Food, 
Agricultural, and Environmental Sciences, who has been 
working on the campaign. “We can show a cereal bowl in 
one square and a farmer’s tractor in the next.”

The marketing campaign easily reached their goal 
of recruiting 500 new college applicants. And Mullett 
said more departments are using the branding, making 
college materials more cohesive and connected.

She said the marketing and branding campaign 
will eventually be extended to other facets of college 
business. Next in line: student communications.
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9
Participate in Little International

Little International is held every winter quarter 
to allow Ohio State students the opportunity to 
participate in livestock showmanship. Open to all 
Ohio State students, sheep, hogs, beef cattle and 
horses can be shown.  

8
Attend the College of Food, Agricultural,  

and Environmental Sciences Career Expo

The Career Expo is held during fall and winter 
quarters in the Agricultural Administration 
Auditorium. It is a great opportunity for students 
across campus and employers to meet, learn about 
each other and schedule interviews.

#4
Volunteer for Scarlet and Gray Ag Day

Help over 500 elementary students learn about 
agriculture and natural resources by volunteering for 
Scarlet and Gray Ag Day. The event is held annually 
in the spring and students can fill a host of positions.

#7
Attend Plowboy Prom

Plowboy Prom is a long-standing tradition in Ohio 
4-H. As the largest square dance in Ohio, Plowboy 
prom is open to all Ohio 4-H members and college 
students. Attendees enjoy a fun night of square 
dancing, line dancing, ice cream, cakewalks and door 
prizes. 

#6
Attend the Alpha Zeta Partners charity 

hog roast

The Alpha Zeta Partners at Ohio State host an 
annual charity hog roast during every fall quarter. 
In addition to the meal, there is a silent auction and 
corn hole contest. The meal provided consists of 
barbeque pork, chips and a drink. #5

Visit the Parker Food Science Building and 

get some ice cream at the Dairy Store

I scream, you scream, we all scream for ice cream. 
The Dairy Store at the Parker Food Science Building 
serves an array of food and is a favorite among 
students, faculty and staff.

“I am a fan of the ham and cheese sandwich, 
and the nachos,” said Stephanie McElwain, 
senior agricultural systems management student.  
“Mmmhmm.”

#3
Attend the CFAES banquet

Every May, the College of Food, Agricultural, 
and Environmental Sciences student council hosts 
a recognition banquet. The annual event highlights 
students and faculty for their accomplishments 
within CFAES. The event is business dress and 
includes dinner.

#2 
Take the public speaking course taught by 

OSU staff member Tom Stewart

Public speaking is a scary thing. With the help 
of Tom Stewart, that fear will be put to ease. 
Stewart provides multiple learning opportunities 
and practice through speeches in his Agricultural 
Communication 390 course.

1
Become involved in a student organization

CFAES has many organizations to become involved in to meet the interests of students. Organizations 
provide a wide range of opportunities, which can include service projects and traveling out of state to 
locations such as Washington D.C., New Orleans, Louisiana and Brazil.

Top 9 things to do before graduation
By Jennifer Villard




