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Predatory Publishing 
Term used to describe a variety of exploitive 
practices involving charging authors 
publication fees without providing any 
editorial or publishing services that are 
typically part of the academic publishing 
process.

Predatory publishing is most often 
associated with open access publishing 
models. The goal is revenue generation.
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Predatory Meetings
Invitations to ‘Predatory Meetings’ are on the 
rise. 

These conferences are simply revenue 
generators for the conference organizers, 
they are not legitimate scientific meetings 
held by genuine scientific societies or 
organizations
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A growing problem

In 2011 there were 18 identified predatory 
publishers, in 2016 the list is now 923

In 2013 there were 126 standalone journals 
identified as “Potential, Possible, or Probable 
Predatory Journals”, in 2016 the list is now 882
{stats from Scholarly Open Access website}

Primary targets are junior faculty and early career 
scientists who need to publish. 
Concentrated in India, China, now Russia
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Look Like??
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• Generic emails sent out broadly inviting article 
submissions or inviting junior faculty to serve on 
editorial boards

• Emails and Websites that have lots of errors, 
ESL, typos, dead links

• Editorial Boards with scientists listed with no 
affiliations, or all from the same place, or all 
from the same discipline or unrelated discipline 

• Articles accepted with little or no peer review or 
changes requested

• Normal editorial processes not followed
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• Editorial Faculty credentials faked, or used 
without permission

• Inability to resign from editorial board
• Invoices sent for article fees after accepting 

‘invited’ articles with no prior mention of fees
• Fake physical addresses used, generic 

commercial email addresses used
• Journal names that are very close (or the same 

as) legitimate journals
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How do I 
know if it is 
legit??
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• Check with colleagues, if everyone in your 
department got the email then you should 
probably pass

• Check the website, does it look legitimate? 
• Are there clear indications of what the 

publishing fees are?
• Do you recognize anyone on the Editorial 

Board?
• Check on-line lists of legitimate open access 

publishers and journals (e.g., Beall’s list)
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• Google the address, is there actually a  
building?

• Google the conference name, often people post 
warnings that a conference is not legitimate

• Be cautious but remember that not all open 
access journals are bad. Ask questions. If 
something seems fishy or too good to be true -
it probably is.

• If you need help, contact the Office of Research 
Compliance or the Office of Legal Affairs
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“Headquarters” of Austin Publishing Group
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Resources
• Beall’s List 

https://scholarlyoa.com/publishers/
• Directory of Open Access Journals 

https://doaj.org/
• Open Access Scholarly Publishers 

Association                         
http://oaspa.org/

• http://thinkchecksubmit.org/check/
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