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WHAT IS A “SHARROW?”
Sharrow is short-form for “shared lane pavement marking.” This pavement marking includes a bicycle symbol and two chevrons. Sharrows 
are used to assist bicyclists with positioning on a shared roadway and to alert motorists of the location a bicyclist may occupy within the 
travelled way. Bicyclists are expected to use these markings as a guide to position themselves safely. Bicyclists should remain positioned 
in the sharrow “path” to avoid weaving in and out of travel lanes.

WHAT DO SHARROWS MEAN FOR BICYCLISTS?
Sharrows are used to assist bicyclists with positioning on a shared roadway. Sharrow markings are also meant to remind bicyclists to share 
the road with motorists. Sharing the road means bicyclists should: 

• Ride your bicycle predictably. • Watch for motorists when making lane changes and turning.
• Follow the rules of the road. • Ride with the flow of traffic at all times.

WHAT DO SHARROWS MEAN FOR MOTORISTS?
Sharrow markings are used to alert motorists of the location a bicyclist may occupy within the travelled way. Sharrow markings are also 
meant to remind motorists to share the road with bicyclists. Be aware that bicyclists are vulnerable to different hazards than drivers (e.g. 
minor pot holes and debris), so give them space to maneuver. Even where there are no sharrows or bike lanes, motorists should always 
share the road. Sharing the road means motorists should:

• Drive your vehicle predictably. • Watch when making lane changes, turning, and opening doors.
• Follow the rules of the road. • Be respectful of both bicyclists and pedestrians

WHY ARE SOME SHARROWS IN THE MIDDLE OF THE TRAVEL LANE? 
As street and lane widths vary, so too does the position of the sharrow. Bicyclists are expected to use these markings as a guide to 
positioning themselves safely. Even when continuously parked cars are not present, bicyclists should remain positioned in the sharrow 
“path” to avoid weaving in and out of travel lanes. 

SHOULD THE ROAD ONLY BE SHARED IN LANES WITH SHARROWS? 
Bicyclists and motorists should share the road on all streets regardless of whether there are pavement 
marking or signs encouraging them to do so. Motorists should never go left of center to pass a bicyclist.
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